
CGYG & LIFE Bible Study - Acts 
Acts 12:25 – 14:28 

 
Read Acts 12:25-13:3 
-For review: Who were Barnabas, Saul, and John (Mark)? 

-Barnabas – a Levite from Cyprus; was a member of Jerusalem church, sent to Antioch to see what was happening there (Acts 
11) 

  -had helped introduce Saul to the Jerusalem church, then later went to find him to help out at Antioch 
  -“Son of Encouragement” 
 -Saul – a Jew, a Pharisee, etc., persecutor of the Church; converted dramatically on road to Damascus; appointed as an apostle 
  -had been sent with Barnabas to Jerusalem by church at Antioch, with a gift for the poor 
 -John/Mark – Barnabas’ cousin (Col. 4:10); a member of the Jerusalem church; probably the one who Gospel of Mark 
  -church met at his mother’s home to pray (Acts 12:12) 
 
-How were Barnabas and Saul set apart and sent off as missionaries?  How does this apply to us today? 
 -Holy Spirit spoke while church was fasting & worshiping together (possibly through a prophet) 
 -commissioned after more fasting & prayer (presumably also by the entire church) with laying on of hands 
 
 -call comes from the Holy Spirit & is confirmed by the church through fasting & prayer 
  -seems to be a picture of intensity and fervency of seeking after the Lord and His will 
 -missionaries commissioned (laying on of hands) & sent by the church 
 -should be willing as Antioch church was, to send off our leaders to new works 
 
Read Acts 13:4-12 
-Who was Elymas, and why did he oppose Saul?  Why was the judgment Saul rendered on him appropriate? 
 -a sorcerer & attendant of the Cyprian proconsul (Sergius Paulus) 
 -opposed Saul possibly because he was afraid of losing his own position if Sergius Paulus believed 
  -also because he was a child of the devil – trying to distort/pervert the truth 
 -judgment of darkness/blindness appropriate since he was trying to spread darkness by perverting the truth 
 
Read Acts 13:13-41 
-Why did Paul & Barnabas start by preaching in the synagogue (cf. Romans 1:16)? 
 -the Jews were God’s chosen people in the OT; bringing Gospel first to the Jews in line with God’s redemptive plan 
 -Jews had a background in OT – prophecies about Messiah part of their tradition – easier to build on this (less foundational work) 

-synagogue provided regular meeting place & structured opportunity to preach – show from OT that Jesus is the promised 
Messiah 

 -this would become Paul’s pattern later on (i.e. going first to the Jews, then to the Gentiles) 
 
 
-What episodes from Israel’s history does Paul use to illustrate God’s grace to His people (v.16-22)? 
 -God’s choosing of their forefathers (the patriarchs) 
 -His causing them to prosper in Egypt 
 -His bringing them out of Egypt with great power, then enduring their conduct for 40 years in the desert 
 -overthrowing the nations of Canaan and bringing them into the land 
 -giving them judges and Samuel to lead them 
 -giving them a king when they asked for one – first Saul, the kind of king they wanted 
  -then David, a man after His own heart 
 
-How does Jesus fit into the story that Paul is telling (v.23-37)? 
 -fulfills God’s promise to bring a Savior to Israel from David’s descendants (v.23 – cf. 2 Samuel 7:12-16) 
 -fulfilled the Scriptures by being put to death without cause by the Jews (v.27) 
 -Jesus proven to be the fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel’s fathers (v.32) by His resurrection from the dead (v.32-33) 
  -His resurrection proves He is God’s Son (v.33 – quoted from Psalm 2:7) 

-His resurrection proves that He inherited the blessings promised to David (v.34 – quoted from Isaiah 55:3) (eternal 
kingdom) – presumably  because an eternal throne requires an eternal king 
-His resurrection proves that He is the Holy One, whom God promised would not see decay (v.35 – quoted from Psalm 
16:10) 

  -similar line of reasoning as that taken by Peter in Acts 2:22-36 
 
 
-What is Paul’s conclusion, and what does he call the Jews of Pisidian Antioch to do (v.38-41)? 
 -concludes that Jesus is the Savior through whom forgiveness of sins comes, through faith (v.38-39) 
  -calls them to repent and to believe in Jesus Christ 
 -warns them against unbelief – will result in them perishing (v.40-41) 
 
 
-Side note: What does it mean to be “justified”?  Why is it not possible to be justified “by the law of Moses” 
(v.39)? (you may want to consider Romans 3:20, James 2:10-11) 
 -justified = to be declared righteous before God / made right with God 
 -can’t be justified by keeping the Law because no one can keep it perfectly – the penalty for one transgression is death 



 
Read Acts 13:42-52 
-How did the Jews of Pisidian Antioch respond to the message of the Gospel?  What was the result? 
 -many Jews probably believed (v.43) – invited Paul back the next week 
 -many became jealous and rejected Paul and the message he was bringing (v.45) 
 -as a result, Paul and Barnabas went to preach to the Gentiles instead 
  -many Gentiles believed (all who were appointed to eternal life – election!) (v.48) 
  -the word of the Lord spread through the whole region 
   
 -resulted in Jews inciting persecution against Paul & Barnabas, who were expelled 
  -but disciples filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit, despite the persecution 
 
 
Read Acts 14:1-7 
-Acts 14:3 suggests that Paul and Barnabas stayed a long time in Iconium because of the opposition they were 
facing.  Does this surprise you?  Why or why not? 
 -needed to overcome opposition/false teaching stirred up by those opposing them 
 -first instincts of many is to run / stop working when first encounter opposition 
 -but Paul & Barnabas stayed longer because there was opposition; left only when forced to 
 
 
Read Acts 14:8-20 
A local legend held that Zeus and Hermes had once visited the area in human form, but had not been welcomed by anyone but an elderly 
couple, who received their blessings while those who had rejected the gods were destroyed by a flood.  This legend, retold by the poet Ovid, 
might explain the reaction of the Lystrans to Paul’s miracle. 
 
-How did Paul’s approach to proclaiming the Gospel differ from that used to preach to the Jews at Pisidian 
Antioch?  Why the difference?  What can we learn from his example? 
 -had to start by establishing that there is one true God who created heaven & earth – ‘pre-evangelism’ 
 -didn’t start by quoting Scripture in this case, but started with the experience of the people (rain, crops, food, joy, etc.) 
  -but still confronted their sin (v.15) 
 -difference due to 
  -different circumstances – trying to stop them from sacrificing to them, so had to deal with that first 
  -hearers in Lystra were from completely pagan background; no background in the OT – needed more foundational work 
 -lesson: need to learn to start where people are, to direct them to the knowledge of God 
  
 
 
Read Acts 14:21-28 
-What do Paul and Barnabas’ examples in today’s passage tell us about the kinds of hardships “we must go 
through… to enter the kingdom of God” (v.22) and about how we ought to face these hardships? 
 -had to leave security of home church for unknown; loneliness of being away from friends 
 -faced danger and hardship in travels – not like traveling today! 

-endured desertion (by John) 
-faced opposition and persecution from many different people/groups – to the point of violence and being stoned – had to flee on 
several occasions 

 -Paul started out the next day for Derbe after being stoned in Lystra (probably still weak & wounded) 
  

-some lessons: endure hardship for the sake of the kingdom; press on with determination and perseverance, remaining faithful to 
our call; need to be willing to suffer with joy for the sake of the kingdom and the Gospel; need to be willing to go where the Lord 
leads 
 

 
 
Reflection and Application 
Called and sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, Paul and Barnabas set out for regions that the Gospel of Jesus Christ had not yet reached.  
At almost every turn, they faced hardship and opposition, even to the point of being not only verbally abused, but physically assaulted and 
stoned.  Yet, they pressed on with determination and perseverance, proclaiming the Gospel boldly and powerfully in a wide range of 
contexts.  God blessed their faithfulness, drawing great numbers of people to believe in Jesus Christ, and opening “the door of faith to the 
Gentiles” (14:28) through their preaching.  While theirs was a special calling not extended to all Christians, the call to suffer for the sake of 
Christ is one that is common to all believers.  As Paul encouraged the new believers who had come to know the Lord through his work, “We 
must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.” (14:22) Indeed, as Jesus Himself said, “If anyone would come after me, he 
must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.” (Luke 9:23) 
 
How are you following Christ today?  Are you willing to obey Him, even if it means hardship and personal sacrifice?  Learn to endure (and 
find joy in!) hardship for His sake, in faith that He will work powerfully through you, as you remain faithful to Him. 


