
CGYG & LIFE Bible Study - Acts 
Acts 1:1-26 

 
 
Read Acts 1:1-11 
 
-In Acts 1:1-2, Luke writes that his former book (i.e. the Gospel of Luke) was about “all that Jesus began to do 
and teach…”  What does this tell us about what the book of Acts is about? 
 -about what Jesus continues to teach after he ascended into heaven 
 -Ascension marked the end of His earthly ministry, and the beginning of His heavenly ministry  

-heavenly ministry would be carried out through the Holy Spirit by the apostles 
 
 
-What did Jesus do in the 40 days between His resurrection and His Ascension, and why? (i.e. why didn’t He 
just go straight “from the grave to the sky”?) (cf. v.21-22, 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, 2 Peter 1:16) 
 -instructed the apostles and commanded them (v.2, 4) 
 -spoke about the kingdom of God (v.3) 
 -showed Himself to the apostles and gave many convincing proofs that He was alive (v.3) 
 -commissioned them (v.8; also Matthew 28:18-20, Luke 24:46-49) 
 
 Why? 

-to provide irrefutable proof of His resurrection to those who would be witnesses of His resurrection (v.8,22) 
-in continue to instruct them for a time 

 
-What was the gift that the Father had promised, about which Jesus had spoken? (cf. John 14:15-18, 25-26) 
 -the Holy Spirit 
 
 
-What did Jesus mean, that the apostles would be “baptized with the Holy Spirit”? (v.5 cf. v.8) 
 -the Holy Spirit would descend upon them and fill them (v.8) 
 
 
-What does the apostles’ question to Jesus in v.6 say about their understanding about the kingdom of God?  
How does Jesus’ answer clarify the nature of the kingdom? 
 Apostles 
 -still had incomplete understanding - a physical kingdom tied to the political nation of Israel 
 
 Jesus 

-the kingdom is indeed about power, but about the power of the Holy Spirit 
  -a spiritual kingdom, advanced in the power of the Holy Spirit 
 -a kingdom that would include all nations, to the ends of the earth 

-the kingdom will be established, but on God’s timetable 
 
 
-Why did Jesus ascend into heaven (i.e. why not just disappear)? 
 -Ascension provides a definitive end to His earthly ministry 
  -up to the Ascension, Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances were sometimes sporadic (i.e. 
  would sometimes appear, then disappear) 
  -Ascension would let disciples know clearly that He was departing for good (until His return) 

-the disciples should therefore wait for the Holy Spirit to come (v.4) , not for Jesus’ next post-Resurrection appearance 
 -additional evidence to His Resurrection - i.e. he didn’t just ‘rise’ spiritually, but physically 
 -to fulfill prophecy (e.g. Psalm 24, Daniel 7:13-14) 
 -to point to the manner of the 2nd coming 
 
 
-In what ways will Jesus Christ’s return be similar to His Ascension (v.11)?  In what ways will it differ? (cf. 
Revelation 1:7, Luke 17:23-24, Jude 1:14-15) 
 Same 
 -will come on the clouds 
 -will come visibly 
 -will come in glory 
 
 Different 
 -will be obvious for ALL to see (not just the disciples) 
 -will be attended with thousands upon thousands of His holy ones (angels & saints) 
 



 
-What rebuke and what comfort do the angels give to the apostles (v.10-11)?  How do these still speak to us 
today? 
 -Rebuke: Why are you just standing there looking up?  Get busy with what He has commanded you 
 -Comfort: Christ is gone, but He will return! 
 
 
Read Acts 1:12-26 
-Based on Psalm 69:25 and Psalm 109:8, the apostles, led by Peter, concluded that another apostle needed to 
be chosen to replace Judas (ultimately Matthias).  What were the criteria for apostleship, and why were these 
important? 
 -a man (v.21) 
 -been with them the whole time, from John’s baptism to the Ascension (v.21-22) 
 -a heart that was right before God (v.24) 
 
 -important because he would become a witness of the resurrection with the other 11 
 
-Why did they cast lots (v.26) instead of holding a vote? (v.24, cf. Proverbs 16:33) 
 -God (Jesus) is the One who chooses and appoints apostles (v.24), not men 
 
 
-Should Christians ‘cast lots’ for guidance today? 
 -No 
  -Acts 1 is before the Holy Spirit is given, and is the last mention of casting lots for direction 

-Christians today have the Holy Spirit to guide us (John 16:13); also the Word, in which God has given us all we need 
for life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3) 

 
 
Reflection and Application 
How do we know that the Gospel is true?  At a fundamental level, we know because we have the eyewitness 
testimony of the apostles, who testified faithfully about what they saw, serving as witnesses of Christ’s 
resurrection to the world around them, in most cases at the cost of their own lives.  As Peter writes in 2 Peter 
1:16, “We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.”  Because of their testimony, we can have complete 
confidence that Jesus Christ did indeed die for our sins, did indeed rise bodily from the grave, did indeed 
ascend to glory - and will indeed come again on the clouds, with power and great glory, to judge the living and 
the dead.  Let us then give Him the praise that is due His name, and let us be faithful to His commission, 
bearing witness to this good news and declaring His glory to the very ends of the earth, until He comes again. 
 


