
CGYG & LIFE Bible Study – 1 Peter 4:12-19 
 
Read 1 Peter 4:12-19 
 
In previous studies, we have been considering how we as Christians should be living in the face of different kinds of 
hardships and suffering.  Today’s passage continues in this vein, focusing in on one specific kind of trial that Peter 
calls a “fiery ordeal” (v.12, NASB). 
 
1. What is the “painful trial” (NIV; “fiery trial” in the ESV) that Peter refers to in 4:12ff?  From what you’ve learned so 
far in 1 Peter, why should Christians not be surprised when it comes? 

-this refers not just to any trials/sufferings in general, but to persecution for being a follower of Christ (v.16 – if you suffer as a Christian) 
-1 Peter was written near the time when persecution under Nero would break out; differing views as to whether it had already started 
 -under Nero, persecution included some who were literally burned to death 
-we should not be surprised 

-because the unbelieving world is hostile towards Christ and those who would follow Him (e.g. because of the righteous lives 
Christians live - 1 Peter 2:4-8, 11-12, 15, 21-23; 3:13-17; 4:3-4) – Christ Himself set the example (2:21) 
-because Jesus Christ promised that it would come (John 15:18-16:4) 
-because God sometimes wills it (i.e. it is according to His will – 4:19) 
 -it has been granted to us not only to believe in Christ, but also to suffer for Him (Phil. 1:29) 
 -part of God’s refining/purifying work (“judgment”) in the lives of His people – more on this below 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2. What does it mean, to “participate in the sufferings of Christ” (v.13)? 
-it does not mean sharing in His sufferings in the sense of participating in or contributing to His atoning work 
-rather, it means suffering as He did - participating in His sufferings by following in His steps of being persecuted for His sake/for doing 
what is right (cf. 2:21) 

-we share in His suffering because those who persecute us because we are following Christ are in fact persecuting Christ Himself (cf. 
John 15:18-16:4; Acts 9:4-5) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3. According to Peter, how should we respond when facing such trials, and why? (for comparison, you might also 
want to look at Matthew 5:10-12; Acts 5:40-42; Philippians 1:27-30) 
 -don’t be surprised by it (v.12) 
 -evaluate the cause of it (v.13-16) 

-be sure that it is really for the sake of Christ, and not for wrongdoing (e.g. as a murderer, thief, or criminal), or even for meddling in 
others’ affairs 
-need to be sure that it is suffering for being a Christian, i.e. because we are followers of Christ (“for righteousness’ sake”, as per 
Matthew 5) 

 -rejoice insofar as it is suffering for Christ’s sake (v.13ff) – i.e. sharing in the sufferings of Christ 
  -this is a privilege we have been granted by Him, i.e. to suffer for Him (cf. Acts 5:40-42, Phil. 1:27-30) 
   -means a special fellowship with Him (Phil. 3:10-11) 
  -if we are insulted for the name of Christ, we are blessed 

-the Spirit of glory and of God (i.e. the Holy Spirit) rests on us, as He did on the prophets (v. 14; cf. Matt. 5:12)  
-here and now, we have the experience of the glory and the presence of God with us when we do His will, even in 
the face of persecution; a sense of fellowship with Him (cf. Stephen in Acts 6:15) 
-results in an “unspeakable and glorious joy” here and now (1 Peter 1:8); glory of God’s presence in our lives; a 
joy stemming from knowing the Holy Spirit rests on us and is working in power through us 

-we will be overjoyed when Christ’s glory is revealed (i.e. when He returns) (v.13), because as we shared in His sufferings, 
so also will we share in that glory (cf. 1 Peter 1:7 & 5:1) � the trial of our faith today is the assurance of glory when Christ 
returns 

 -thus, do not be ashamed, but “glorify God in that name” (i.e. the name, ‘Christian’ (follower of Christ)) (v.16, ESV) 
-involves praising God (as per NIV translation of v.16), but more broadly, continuing to live in such a way as to bring God glory as a 
Christian, for example, as described in 1 Peter 2:11-4:11 

 -continue to commit ourselves to our faithful Creator and to do good (v.19), as Christ did (1 Peter 2:23) 
  -having created us, He is also the One who sustains us and knows our every need 
  -He is faithful, and will never leave us nor forsake us 

 
 
 
 



4. What does 1 Peter 4:17-19 say about the purposes of God in such trials? (Consider also 1 Peter 1:3-9, and 
Malachi 3:1-5; 4:1) 

-such trials are “according to God’s will” (v.19) 
-it is part of God’s ‘judgment’ on His household (v.17) 
 -not judgment of His household in the sense of condemnation, but as a purifying/refining discipline 

-Peter seems to have Malachi in mind here – idea that when the Lord comes to His house, He will purify it as a refiner’s fire, so that 
His servants (the Levites in Malachi 3), might offer acceptable offerings to Him, in righteousness and holiness (Mal. 3:1-5) 

-Greek word “purosis” (‘fiery trial’) is used of a refining fire (an image missed in the NIV translation as ‘painful trial’) - for 
refining silver and gold (as in 1 Peter 1:7) 

 -Peter tells us that we are God’s house (1 Peter 2:4-5), as well as a holy priesthood (1 Peter 2:5,9) 
  -God therefore brings such fiery trials to purify & refine our faith (cf. 1 Peter 1:7), and so we might serve Him acceptably  
-this same fire will also burn as a fire of destruction for unbelievers (“those who do not obey the gospel of God” (v.17); “the ungodly and the 
sinner” (v.18) 
 -similar thought to Malachi 4:1, where the day of God’s judgment will burn like a furnace against the unrighteous 
-idea in 1 Peter 4:17-18 is that God’s judgment results in purification/refining/salvation for His household, and in destruction for those who 
do not believe 

-“it is hard for the righteous to be saved” (v.18) not in the sense that it is difficult for God, but in the sense that it is only with difficulty & 
hardship that salvation comes – i.e. through judgment/discipline that results in pain & loss (cf. Acts 14:22) 
-idea is that if this is how God judges His own children (i.e. by disciplining them through fiery trials), how much worse will it be for 
those who reject Him? (cf. Proverbs 11:31) 
 -if the fire of God’s visitation means such anguish for His own people, what will it mean for those who reject Him? 

 
 

 
 

5. How should we live in light of what we’ve learned in these verses?  How should be praying for those undergoing 
persecution for being followers of Christ, and for those carrying out the persecution? 
 -Some thoughts 
  -purify selves and live holy lives, so as not to invite God’s discipline 

-examine ourselves when we have hardship/persecution for the sake of Christ – that it is truly for His sake, and not because of 
something we’ve done wrong 
-consider what work God might be doing in our lives through the hardship 
-rejoice and give God praise – keep eyes fixed on things eternal 

  -keep our lives focused on Christ and committed to our faithful Creator; continue to do good 
-we know that because He is in control, there is a limit to the intensity & duration of the suffering, according to His good 
purposes 

  -concern and care for the lost, knowing how much more they will face at the final judgment apart from Christ – spread the Gospel 
-pray for one another 
 -not just that God would deliver from the persecution, but that He would enable His people to remain faithful in the trial 

-that their faith would be refined and strengthened 
-that they would enjoy a sense of His presence and glory even as they suffer and therefore be able not just to persevere, 
but to rejoice in the face of it all 

 
 
 
 

Toward the Goal# 
In the face of persecution for being followers of Christ, Christians ought not to be surprised or dismayed, but ought rather to 
rejoice in the knowledge that God’s blessing rests on them.  While being persecuted for Christ’s sake may no doubt be painful, 
Peter reminds us that such suffering is in fact a precious participation in the sufferings of Christ (v.13) that will so much the more 
increase our joy when His glory is revealed at His return.  Not only that, but even here and now, those who are insulted for the 
name of Christ may experience a special awareness of the presence of the Holy Spirit in their lives, as they continue to entrust 
themselves to God and continue to do good.  Peter further reminds us that persecution is a means by which God judges and 
disciplines His people (4:17), purifying and refining us so that we might serve Him acceptably as a holy priesthood (1 Peter 2:5).  
And yet, painful as this process may be for believers, such trials are also a stark reminder that a fiery judgment of destruction 
that is infinitely more severe awaits those who do not obey the Gospel of God. 
 
In light of all this, spend some time reflecting on how you react to insult or persecution for Christ’s sake.  Do you entrust yourself 
to your faithful Creator and continue to do good, rejoicing that you have been granted the privilege of sharing in the sufferings of 
Christ?  Knowing that any suffering you might be facing pales in comparison to the coming judgment of unbelievers, do you pray 
earnestly for those who persecute you, asking God to grant them repentance leading to faith, and do you seek to share the 
Gospel with them through your life and your words? 


