
CGYG & LIFE Bible Study – 1 Peter 3:8-12 
 
Read 1 Peter 3:8-17 
 
In our past several studies in 1 Peter 2:11 – 3:7, we have been considering how Christians, as ‘aliens and 
strangers’, should be living righteous lives that stand out from the world around us and that lead others to glorify 
God.  In 1 Peter 2:13-3:7, Peter addresses how we should live out these lives in the context of specific relationships 
(i.e. as citizens, as servants, and as spouses).  1 Peter 3:8-12 concludes this section with general instructions that 
pertain to all followers of Christ.   
 
Take a moment to re-read 1 Peter 3:8-17 to yourself. 
 
 
1. Peter starts in 3:8 by calling Christians to “have unity of mind” (ESV).  What does this mean, and how do we 
achieve such unity?  (You might also consider Philippians 2:1-5; Ephesians 4:11-15)  Does it mean Christians 
should never have disagreements? 
[Note: the Greek word (homophrones) that the NIV translates as “live in harmony with one another” means, more literally, “of one mind”.] 

-‘unity of mind’ refers to being held together/united by a common understanding and outlook; sharing the same thoughts & attitudes 
 -a oneness of understanding in the Gospel; results in harmonious living with one another 
-stems from submission to a common Lord, Jesus Christ – so it doesn’t matter what we think, but what He thinkgs 
 -a common understanding of the truth – a common mind informed & shaped by His Word and Spirit 

-Eph. 4:11-15 – unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God attained (v.13) as believers are grounded in the truth (4:14-
15) through the ministry of those given by Christ to prepare God’s people for works of service (v.11-12) 
 -false teaching disrupts this process (v.14) and therefore disrupts unity 
-Phil. 2:1-5 – developing the love and mind of Christ in our lives together 

 -i.e. refers to a oneness of mind that results in harmony; but doesn’t mean there can never be disagreements 
  -disagreements on essentials (e.g. the Gospel) need to be arbitrated on the basis of the truth of God’s Word 

-disagreements on ‘disputable matters’ are permissible (and inevitable) – in such cases, need to love and to recognize the liberty of 
conscience that God allows in such matters (e.g. Romans 14) 

 
 
 
  

2. Peter goes on in v.8 to list four additional attitudes that should characterize all Christians.  What are they, and 
what are some practical ways you can (or should) be developing and demonstrating them in your life? 

-sympathy (Greek: sumpatheis) – “suffering together” i.e. feeling with/for the feelings of others 
 -rejoicing with those who rejoice and mourning with those who mourn (Rom. 12:15) 
  -a willingness to share/enter into the sufferings of others (e.g. Hebrews 13:3) 
 -follows example of Christ, our sympathetic High Priest (Hebrews 4:15) 
-brotherly love (Greek: philadelphoi) – showing love to one another as fellow members of God’s family 
 -a love that develops from the common bond we have as children of the Heavenly Father 
 -shows itself not just in feelings, but also in actions (e.g. 1 John 3:16-18) 
  -desire to be with one another, serve one another; be devoted to one another (e.g. Rom. 12:10) 
-compassion – “tender-hearted” or being “pitiful” (Greek: eusplagchnoi) – quick to feel & show affection towards others 
 -a heart moved by mercy and concern over others’ suffering � results in action/helping meet needs of others 
 -a compassionate heart is also one that forgives others (Eph. 4:32), as Christ forgave us 
-humility (“humble-minded”) (Greek: tapeinophrones) – humbleness/lowliness of mind that corresponds to who we truly are before God 
(weak & spiritually bankrupt � poor in spirit; sinners in need of grace) 
 -should show in the way we treat others � in humility considering others as ‘better than ourselves’ (Phil. 2:3) 
 -not being proud, but being willing to associate with people of low position (Rom. 12:16) 
 -willing to accept criticism & correction  

  -not sitting in judgment of others (i.e. with yourself as the standard by which others are judged) 
 
 

3. What does it mean practically to bless someone who does you evil or who insults you (v.9-12)?  Is this 
something you find hard to do in your own life?  Why or why not?   
 -blessing others means 
  -loving them 
  -giving thanks to God for them 
  -praying for them (and particularly for their salvation, if they don’t know the Lord) 
  -refraining from evil or deceitful speech (v.10) and instead answering kindly and speaking well of them 
  -doing good to them/seeking their good (v.11); actively showing them kindness and seeking peace (v.11) 

 
 
 
 
 



4. Why are Christians to bless those who wrong us or insult us instead of retaliating (v.9-16; cf. 1 Peter 2:21-23, 
Luke 6:27-38; Romans 12:17-21)?  What happens when we live in this way? What happens if we don’t?  

-this is what Christians are called to (v.9); part of living a holy life; we are not to do evil, but rather what is good (3:11) 
 -we experience God’s blessing as we go (v.9-10) (more on this in question 4) 
 -this follows Christ’s own example (2:21-23) � when Christ was insulted, He did not insult in return 

-like Christ, we are to trust God to be the One who executes justice; hence not to take vengeance  
into our own hands (2:23; cf. Romans 12:17-19) 

 -also, as sons of our Heavenly Father, we should reflect His kindness and mercy (Luke 6:35-36) 
 

-when we do this,  
 -we put those who do us evil/insult us to shame (3:16; cf. Rom. 12:20 – heaping burning  coals on their heads) 
 -we ‘inherit a blessing’/experience God’s blessing in our lives (v.9) 
  -this blessing is further developed in v.10-12, which quotes Psalm 34:12-16 
  -we can ‘love life’ – experience a fullness of life that can be loved & enjoyed (v.10) 
  -we will have ‘good days’ (even when suffering!) (v.10ff) 
  -the Lord watches over us (to safeguard us) (v.12) – His eyes are on us, i.e. to care for us 
  -the Lord is attentive to our prayers (v.12) – hears them and responds 
  -the Lord will execute justice on those who do us evil (His face is against them) (v.12) 
 -we need not be afraid of others’ evil intentions, since God watches over both us and them (v.12-13); and 
 even If we do suffer for doing right, we still live under the blessing of God and thus can see ‘good days’ (v.14) 

-it may also cause others to ask us for the reason for the hope we have (v.15) � opportunities for witness 
 
 -the extent to which we experience these blessings in our lives depends on the extent to which we live by these 
  instructions (not that we “earn” God’s blessing; rather, a call to walk God’s way that leads to blessing) 
  -we enter increasingly into full enjoyment of the blessing of God’s forgiveness & goodwill only as we learn 
  to extend similar forgiveness & goodwill to others (cf. Luke 6:36-38) 

-when we don’t live in this way, we lose this experience of these blessings in our lives and run the risk of facing His discipline (as in the 
parable of the unmerciful servant) 

 
5. In the context of our relationships with one another and with God, why is our speech so important (v.9-10)? (you 
might also consider Proverbs 10:18; 16:28; 18:8; 26:18-26; James 1:26; 3:1-12; Matthew 12:34-37) What are some 
ways you need to be keeping “your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking lies” (Ps. 34:13)? 

-v.9-10 tell us not to repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing; in particular, to keep our tongues from evil and our lips from 
deceitful speech 

-in terms of our relationship with others,  
-evil speech (e.g. slander, gossip, deceitful speech, innuendo, etc.) causes strife (which robs us of joy in relationships) and 
destroys relationships (Prov. 16:28; 26:20-22) � a small spark sets an entire forest ablaze (James 3:5) 
-deceptive speech harms others (Prov. 26:18-19) 

  -in terms of our relationship with God 
-engaging in evil speech/gossip corrupts our inner being (Prov. 18:8, 26:22); participating in slander makes us fools (Prov. 
10:18); it sets the entire course of our lives ablaze (James 3:6) 

   -our words show what is in our hearts (Matt. 12:34-37; James 3:6-12) 
    -religion useless if it doesn’t transform from the inside out (James 1:26) 
   -God will judge us for our words (Matt. 12:36-37) 
 
 

6. Practically speaking, how can we “seek peace and pursue it” in our relationships (v.11)? 
 Some thoughts  (not exhaustive): 
  -consider needs of others above our own (e.g. as per Phil. 2:1-5) 
  -be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry (James 1:19) 
  -be quick to admit sin/wrongdoing, quick to forgive, eager to reconcile (Matthew 5:23-26, 43-48; Luke 6:27-38) 
  -pray for those who oppose/persecute you, and do good to them (Matt. 5:43-48; Luke 6:27-31) 
  -remind and encourage other believers to be doing likewise, in obedience to the Word 
 -don’t gossip � removes fuel for discord & strife 
 

Toward the Goal% 
Peter concludes the section of his letter that addresses how we ought to live as ‘aliens and strangers’ in the world (1 Peter 2:21-
3:12) by calling on all Christians to live lives characterized by unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, compassion, and humility 
(3:8). Further, he reminds us, as those called to follow Christ’s example, not to repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but rather, 
to bless those who would treat us maliciously (3:9).  In other words, when others mistreat us, we are not to retaliate, but rather, 
to do good to them.  When others speak ill of us or slander us, we are to keep our own lips from wicked or deceitful words, and 
instead answer kindly.  As we do this, we experience the fullness of a life that is blessed by God – one that sees ‘good days’, 
even in the midst of hardships and suffering (3:10ff).  As a result, we need not fear even if we should suffer, “For the eyes of the 
Lord are on the righteous and His ears are attentive to their prayer”. 
 
Spend some time reflecting on the way you live and the way you relate to others, in light of how these verses instruct us to live.  
Are you cultivating harmonious relationships with others, and especially with your brothers and sisters in Christ? How do you 
respond when others do you wrong, or when they speak ill of you?  Do you respond in kind, or with kindness?  Are you “seeing 
good days” and experiencing the fullness of a life blessed by God?  If not, is it because you are not living in accordance Peter’s 
instructions in these verses?  Confess and repent of any wrong attitudes you have been harboring in your heart towards others.  
If necessary, seek forgiveness and reconciliation with those you may have wronged by your words or your deeds. 

For further 

study: 1 Peter 

3:10-12 quotes 

Psalm 34:12-16.  

Read Psalm 34 

to learn more 

about God’s 

blessings on 

those who trust 

in Him and obey 

Him. 


