
CGYG & LIFE Bible Study – 1 Peter 3:1-7 – Part 1 
 
Read 1 Peter 2:11 - 3:7 
 
1. In 1 Peter 3:1, what do the words “in the same way” (NIV) or “likewise” (ESV) say about how Christian wives 
should conduct themselves in relation to their husbands?  Why should they conduct themselves in this way? (you 
might also consider Ephesians 5:22-24) 

-“likewise” refers back to 2:11-25  
 -living as aliens & strangers – such good lives that others might see and ultimately give glory to God (2:11-12) 

-living in submission to their husbands (3:1), in the same way that all Christians should submit to governments (2:13-17) and Christian 
slaves/servants should submit to their masters (2:18-25) � “for the Lord’s sake” (2:13) and “conscious of God” (2:19) 
 -i.e. submission flowing from an awareness of God in one’s life 
 -submission “as to the Lord” (Eph. 5:22), “in everything” (Eph. 5:24) (see below for limits) 
-following Christ’s example of enduring the pain suffering while obeying God/doing what is right (2:20-25) 

   -submission not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are harsh/unjust (2:18) 
 

-should submit to their husbands, so that if any “do not obey the word” (ESV), they might be won to the Lord “without a word” 
-i.e. they evangelize their husbands not by preaching to/at them (not through their words), but by their actions, “without a word” – by 
seeing the reverence and purity of their lives 

-the Word/Gospel obviously is needed for them to believe and be saved, but this means that our lives/actions speak louder 
than our words 

 -should submit also because this is God’s command/will; out of obedience to Christ and reverence for Him 
  -this is beautiful to God, when wives hope in Him and as a result submit to their husbands (v.4-5) 
  -God has appointed husband to be head of his wife, as Christ is the head of the Church (Eph. 5:23-24) 

 
-Peter does not counsel believing women to leave unbelieving husbands, but to live in such a way as to win them to Christ (cf. Paul, in 1 
Cor. 7:12-16) 
 

 

2. What does this passage say about the attitudes that submission is rooted in, and about the  
actions that submission shows itself through (v.2-6)?  What can we learn about this from the  
“holy women of the past” like Sarah (v.5-6)?  
 -submission to husbands flows from a life that is first submitted to God – “purity and reverence of your lives” (v.2) 
  -pure/holy lives that show reverence for God and also for their husbands (obviously in a different sense 
   than reverence for God, though) 
   -Sarah’s reverence/respect for her husband seen in her calling him ‘master’ (or ‘Lord’) 

-possible reference to Genesis 18:12 – Sarah spoke this way of him when no one was  
listening – speaks of a heart full of respect for her husband (even though he had  
messed up in various ways already by Gen. 18)  

 
 -submission is grounded in a gentle and quiet spirit (v.4) 
  -this kind of spirit results from a steadfast trust and hope in God – like that of the holy women of the past (v. 5) 
   -trusts that God is in control and will take care of them 
  -this kind of trust in God means that these women were able not to be afraid of things that might have been  
   terrifying; put their hope in God, so they were able to continue doing right in the face of these things 

-in the same way, wives are called on to do right and not to give way to fear (v.6) 
 
 -submission means obedience – like Sarah obeyed Abraham (v.6); followed him halfway across the known world 
  -quietness; not demanding own rights, but being willing to defer 
  -but obedience limited by purity and reverence for God (v.2) – i.e. can’t obey when led to sin 
 
 -Peter’s reference to the holy women of the past speaks to the timelessness of the call to submission 

-not just a culturally determined trait, but a timeless truth – these ‘holy women of the past’ lived 2000 years before Peter did (just as 
Peter is writing nearly 2000 before us) 

 
 

3. Why might the thought of submitting be frightening to some (v.6)?  How can someone overcome such fear and 
continue to do what is right when tempted to “give way to fear” (v.6)?  

-if husband is not a believer, he may be hostile to the faith � might result in hardship, or even abuse (particularly in the times when 1 Peter 
was written, when women were viewed as less than human) 

 -fear due to loss of control, since deferring to husband’s leadership � bad decisions might lead to hardship 
 
-overcome this fear by trusting in God and putting hope in Him – a steadfast hope that God will take care of you 

- that He is sovereignly in control of every circumstances and is working all things for our good (Rom. 8:28), for the refining of our faith 
(1 Peter 1:6-7) 

  -that He will not allow us to be tested beyond ability to bear (1 Cor. 10:13) 
 -remember also Christ’s example of submission in the face of difficult and unjust circumstances (2:21-25) 
 
 
 
 
 

For further 

thought: Is 

Peter implying 

that it’s OK for 

Christians to 

marry non-

Christians? 

(consider also 

1 Cor. 7:39; 2 

Cor. 6:14-16) 



4. How does Peter’s teaching about submission in the relationship of a wife to her husband contrast with the views 
of the world around us on this subject?   

-world’s view of submission � akin to being a doormat, rather than active, intentional placing of oneself under another, as Scripture 
instructs 
-submission in the wife-husband relationship often viewed as a ‘dirty word’ in world’s eyes; but a thing of beauty in God’s (3:5) 

 -world teaches submission means inferiority; but Scripture teaches equality of substance and worth between men and women (e.g. 3:7) 
 
 

5. What should the kind of submission that this passage speaks of look like practically?  Are there limits to this 
submission?  Would this be different for a wife living in Canada, as opposed to someone living, for example, in a 
Muslim country?  What about submission to a harsh or abusive husband? 

-as noted above, entails proper attitude of respect/honor for husband 
 -not badmouthing/complaining to others about husbands 
 -also, gentleness and quietness of spirit that is not easily disturbed, come what may 
-also, submission entails obedience and following the husband’s lead 

-in our context, probably shows itself most often in situations where there may be disagreements between husband & wife in terms of 
best course to take � deferring to him 
-doing good to husband/helping him according to his needs 

 
-submission to husbands limited by submission to God – i.e. submit insofar as one can do so without directly sinning against God (i.e. must 
not obey if husband directs the wife to do something sinful – cf. Acts 5:29) 
 
-submission in context of other parts of the world – trying to get at what is cultural vs. what is absolute; what is shaped by worldly patterns 
and what is Scriptural 
 -likely will be some things that are cultural in different settings (e.g. head coverings) 
 -however, extent of submission not just culturally limited 

-in North America, has our cultural conditioning (e.g. our view that pain is the ultimate evil, to be avoided at all costs) caused 
us to discard/override some of what Scripture says in this respect? 

-e.g. submission to harsh/abusive husbands – “likewise” in v.1 seems to encourage wives to do so, in the same 
way that slaves/servants are also called on, as ones ‘conscious of God’ (2:20-21)  to submit to harsh masters 
(2:18) (this is, of course, not to condone abuse) 
 
-would it be right/commendable for a wife to stay in a marriage with and submit to an unreasonable and/or 
abusive husband because she desires to continue being a witness to her husband? 

-in the context of Peter’s call to endure suffering under the sovereign hand of God throughout the rest of 
1 Peter, the answer would seem to be yes 

 
-other related thoughtsE 

-no obligation for a wife to stay in a situation where she is actively being assaulted or where there is imminent danger to her person – 
best to leave if possible until things cool down; but the question is more around whether she should return/stay in the marriage after 
the immediate danger has passed 

-in nations where laws exist against spousal abuse, the wife would be within her legal rights to get the legal system 
involved; the governing authorities are God’s agents of wrath on wrongdoers, for the restraining of evil (Rom. 13:3-5) 
-need for churches to get involved in helping these marriages get on more solid footing � e.g. counseling; providing 
examples of Godly marriages; initiating church discipline against instigators of abuse, if they are Christians 

 
-divorce not permitted for these reasons alone (i.e. abuse), though its possibility is acknowledged (e.g. 1 Cor. 7:10-11); if it happens, 
remarriage is not permitted (1 Cor. 7:11) 

-some would suggest that a consistent pattern of abuse to indicate unwillingness of a husband to live with the wife; hence 
equivalent to desertion, in which case divorce and remarriage would be permissible (as per 1 Cor. 7:15) – this seems to 
stretch the interpretation of 1 Cor. 7:15 beyond its natural reading 

 
   
 

 

Toward the Goal% 
We’ve seen in previous studies that as aliens and strangers in the world, we are called to live lives that stand out from the world 
around us and that cause others ultimately to glorify God, as they see the way we live (2:11-12).  One critical arena in which this 
plays out is in our marriages.  As followers of Christ, Christian wives are called on to lead lives of intentional submission to their 
husbands.  Such submission is not meant merely to be outward deference.  Rather, it should reflect an inward gentle and quiet 
spirit that flows from a life that is first and foremost submitted to God, resulting in purity and reverence both for God and for her 
husband.  Such lives are not only beautiful in the sight of God, but are also a powerful testimony to God’s grace, such that even 
unbelieving husbands may be won over, without words, as they see the respectful and pure conduct of their wives.  
 
Women (both single and married), are you cultivating the inward beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit that is attractive to God and 
that shows itself outwardly in a willingness to submit to the leadership of others?  Those of you who are wives, what witness are 
your attitudes and actions towards your husband giving to those around you?  Is your life one that will win others over to Christ, 
even without words, or is it one that merely reflects the values of the world?  Men, how are you helping and encouraging your 
sisters and your wives as they strive to be obedient to the Lord in this area of their lives? Husbands, are you, as Peter also 
commands, living considerately with your wives (3:7) and making it a joy for them to submit to your headship? 


