
CGYG & LIFE Bible Study – 1 Peter 2:11-17 
 
Read 1 Peter 2:9-25 
In our last study in 1 Peter 2:4-10, we considered who we are as believers in Jesus Christ and the benefits we have 
in Him. He is the chosen and precious cornerstone, and as we come to Him, we also, like living stones, are being 
built into a spiritual house in which God lives by His Spirit.  In Him, we are a holy and royal priesthood, offering 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God.  We are a people belonging to God, called out of darkness that we might 
declare His praises.  In today’s study and the ones to follow, we see how we ought to live in light of who we are.  
 
1. In one or two sentences, summarize the main thoughts of 1 Peter 2:11-25. 

-as aliens and strangers in the world, we are to live Godly lives that follow Christ’s example and testify of Him to the watching world 
  -this involves abstaining from sinful desires, submitting to governing authorities to masters, even under unjust suffering 
 
 

Take a few moments to re-read 2:9-17 
 
2. Why does Peter call Christians “aliens and strangers” in the world? (v.9-11) (“sojourners and exiles”, ESV)  

-we have been rescued out of darkness into God’s marvelous light (v.9) � we are now a holy nation, God’s people 
 -our citizenship is now in heaven; we are just temporary residents passing through (see also study in 1 Peter 1:1-2) 
-under Nero, Christians would face persecution; would in a very real sense be aliens & strangers, with few rights 

  
3. As aliens and strangers, how should we be living, and why? (v.11-12; you might consider also Gal. 5:16-21) 
 -we should live lives of inward purity – abstaining from sinful desires, i.e. lusts of the flesh (v.11; Gal. 5:19-21 gives examples) 
  -do this because God is holy and we are His holy people, called out of darkness (v.9-10); we are to fear Him (v. 17) 
  -also, this is for our own good, since these desires wage war against our souls (v.11) – i.e. have the potential to harm/destroy us 
  -inward purity enables us to live lives outwardly that lead others to glorify God (v.12) 
 -we should live “good lives” (NIV) i.e. conduct ourselves honorably (ESV) before men, especially non-believers (“pagans”/“Gentiles) 
  -our lives should be ones that cause others to give glory to God and perhaps to be saved 
   -“day of visitation” (ESV, v. 12) – could refer to the Day of Judgment, or to when God visits someone with salvation 
    -in Scripture, God can visit in judgment or visit to redeem/show mercy (e.g. Luke 1:68) 
  -living “such good lives” involves submitting to governing authorities (v.13-17) and to masters (v.18-20) 
 -this way of living follows Christ’s example (v.21-25) and conforms to the standards of the heavenly kingdom of which we are citizens 
   

4. Even as we live such lives, why might unbelievers accuse us of doing wrong? (v.12,15)  How should we respond 
to such accusations? 
 -accusations may come if we or other believers are actually doing wrong (but hopefully not, if believers are living as we ought!) 

-accusations may arise from misunderstandings (e.g. early Church accused of cannibalism for “eating Christ’s flesh and drinking His blood”; 
or of incest for marrying their ‘brothers’ or ‘sisters’) 
-accusations may arise from hatred of / malice towards Christ/God and His people (Christ Himself faced such things and warned us to 
expect the same – e.g. John 15:18-16:4) 
 -may be in part because light exposes darkness and darkness hates the light; good deeds shine a light on others’ sin 

-Peter speaks of “the ignorance of foolish people” (v.15, ESV) – Greek word for ignorance (agnosia) denotes not just lack of 
knowledge (agnoia), but obstinate unwillingness to learn or accept the truth � a deliberate “ignorance” of the truth (cf. 2:8) 
 -“foolish people” (hoi aphrones) – i.e. without reason; senseless 

 
 -we respond to such accusations by living exemplary lives (v.12); “by doing good” we silence their ignorant talk (v.15) 

-we are not to reciprocate in kind (i.e. with evil) – we should live as those who are free (from the guilt and power of sin), but this 
freedom is not a license to sin (v.16) 
-rather, follow Christ’s example: when He was reviled, He did not revile in return; did not threaten, but entrusted Himself to Him who 
judges justly (2:23) 
 -it’s not for us to judge; only to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us (Matt. 5:44) 

 

Having called on us to live as aliens and strangers, Peter goes on to give specific instructions about how this 
should play out in various relationships in which we as Christians might find ourselves.   
 
5. According to v.13-17, to whom are we to submit, and why? (you might also consider Romans 13:1-7) 
 -to “every human institution” or “every authority instituted among men” (v.13) � i.e. to the governing authorities 
  -clarifies – whether to the emperor as the supreme authority, or to his subordinates (governors)  
  -not just to some, but to ‘every’ one 
 -we are to submit “for the Lord’s sake” i.e. in obedience to Him, and so that we don’t bring reproach to His name by our bad conduct (v.15) 
  -even though we are citizens of heaven, it is His will (v.15) that we submit to earthly authorities 

-these authorities are ordained by Him to punish those who do evil and praise those who do good (2:14; Rom. 13:1,4-5); 
they are His servants, His appointed agents of wrath on those who do wrong (Rom. 13:4) 
-i.e. we submit “as to the Lord”, because their authority has been ordained by God; if we resist them, we resist what God 
has ordained and will incur judgment (Romans 13:1-2); thus, need to submit to avoid God’s wrath (Rom. 13:5) 

 -we are free in Christ – free from sin, its guilt & power; free from Satan; free from the world; rescued from the dominion of darkness 
  -but our freedom in Christ is not license to do evil, but rather is found in living as servants of God (v.16) 
   -part of this service to God means willingly submitting to those He has placed in authority over us and honoring them (v.17) 
 



 
 

6. What do you think this kind of submission means, practically?  What if those to whom we are called to submit are 
corrupt? Are there legitimate limits to our submission? (you might also consider Romans 13:1-7) 

-in practice, means that we obey the authorities, even those with whom we disagree (insofar as they do not 
 command us to sin/disobey God) 
 -means that we obey the laws (including traffic laws!) 

-means we honor them/give them proper respect (v.17; Romans 13:7) – e.g. by not slandering them! (a  
 national pastime, it seems); by praying for them (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

  -means we have to pay taxes (Luke 20:25; Romans 13:6-7) 
  -means that we do not resist/rebel against the authorities (Romans 13:2) – those who do rebel against  
   God and will face judgment 

-this applies even if those in authority are corrupt – Peter was writing during the reign of Nero (the emperor);  
 and Pilate was a governor; yet, he still called on believers to submit 

-resisting/rebelling against authorities was not something either Christ of His apostles did, even in the face  
 of rulers who were unjust � we cannot do evil to accomplish good (v.16) 

 -our submission is, however, limited by the motive, “for the Lord’s sake” (v.13) – i.e. we cannot sin “for the Lord’s sake” 
-we cannot obey when the authorities command us to sin – in such cases, we must obey God rather than men  
 (e.g. Acts 5:29) (but beware of rationalizing disobedience to authorities unless it’s pretty clear-cut) 
-in such cases, we still submit to the consequences the authorities may bring to bear on us for not obeying them 

-e.g. Peter & John refused to obey the Sanhedrin’s command not to speak or teach in the name of  
Jesus because they had to obey God over men (Acts 4:19; 5:29); yet they did not resist arrest or  
the consequences of their actions (e.g. flogging) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What does 1 Peter 2:17 teach us about how to live as servants of God (2:16)?  Practically speaking, what are 
some ways that you need to better live out these commands in your daily life? 

-honor everyone – i.e. showing proper respect to everyone (not just those in authority); everyone deserves the same respect as the 
emperor 

 -love the brotherhood – i.e. love other believers, and love them deeply (cf. 1:22-2:1) 
 -fear God – He alone is to be feared (not men) 
 -honor the king/emperor – and submit to him (see above); involves giving thanks for them and praying for them (1 Tim. 2:1-2) 
 
 -these are not merely external actions, but need to flow inwardly from hearts that are submitted to Christ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Toward the Goal) 
As God’s chosen and holy people, we are aliens and strangers in the world.  As such, we should be living lives of inward purity 
resulting in outward conduct that is honorable and that causes others to glorify God.  One important element of this kind of life is 
submitting to all those whom God has placed in governing authority over us, whether or not we agree with their positions or 
policies.  Because the authorities that exist have been instituted by God (Romans 13:1-2), we are to obey them as far as we are 
able without disobeying God (Acts 5:29).  Such submission is not to be just lip service or outward compliance, but rather, should 
flow from hearts that are first and foremost submitted to Christ.  Having been set free from the dominion of darkness and 
brought into His wonderful light, we are to use our freedom not as a cloak for evil, but for His service; as His servants, we are to 
show proper honor and respect not only those in authority over us, but to all people (2:16-17).  By so doing good, we fulfill God’s 
will and silence the ignorance of foolish men (2:15). 
 
Spend some time this weekend considering how you are living your life, and what your life is saying to those around you.  Are 
you abstaining from sinful desires internally and conducting yourself honorably externally?  Are you submitting and honoring 
those in authority over you, not just outwardly, but from your heart?  How are you showing proper respect to the people in your 
life?  How are you showing love for the brotherhood of believers?  Is your life one that is lived in the fear of God?  In summary, is 
your life one that leads others to glorify God, or is God’s holy name being dragged through the mud because of you?  As you 
find things in your life that may be displeasing to God and dishonoring to Him, go to Him in confession and repentance, and ask 
Him to help you, particularly in these areas, to live so as to honor Him and to lead others to do the same. 
 

For further 

thought: 

What do these 

verses say 

about the role 

governments 

should play in 

society? What 

(if any) limits 

do they place 

on the 

authority of 

governments? 


