
CGYG & LIFE Bible Study – 1 Peter 1:3-5 
 
Jamie, your friend and fellow Christian of several years calls you and asks to meet up.  As you sit in the coffee 
shop, he tells you, “I’ve been feeling kind of down lately.  I feel like my walk with God is totally flat.  I’ve trying to 
keep a regular quiet time, but I feel like I haven’t been getting anything out of it for at least a few months now, and 
honestly, I don’t really feel like reading the Bible or praying at all. I really don’t even feel like coming out most 
Sundays any more$ I’ve been thinking of taking a break from church for a while.”  What would you say to Jamie? 
 
Read 1 Peter 1:3-9 
1. Read 1 Peter 1:3-5 again.  Peter begins with an expression of praise to God, using a pattern common in the Old 
Testament (“Praise be$” or “Blessed be$”).  What attributes and works of God do we see in this passage for 
which we can praise Him? 

-His great mercy (v.3) 
-gave us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 
-gave us an eternal inheritance and a salvation ready to be revealed 

-His power – in raising Christ from the dead (v.3); in giving us new birth (v.3); in guarding us until the last time (v.5) 
-His generosity – in giving us an inheritance 
-His eternality – living hope comes from a living God; is able to give us an eternal inheritance 
 
 
 

2. What does it mean that God is the “Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”?  (you might also consider John 20:31, John 
10:30, John 5:19, with 17:20-22) 

-reference to the first person of the Trinity (i.e. God the Father) and to Jesus Christ as the second person of the Trinity (i.e. God the Son) 
 -John 20:31- Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God 
-God the Son is one with God the Father (John 10:30; 17:22) – not created by/inferior to God the Father, but one with Him (cf. John 1:1-2) 
-Sonship referring to roles within the Trinity i.e. God the Father relates to God the Son as a father would relate to a son 

-the Son does what He sees the Father doing; i.e. the Father leads/directs/sends, and the Son responds to do His work (John 5:19, 
17:21-23) 

-equality of essence in the Trinity, but submission by the Son to the Father 
 

 
3. What is the “new birth” that God has given us? (consider also John 3:1-8; Ephesians 2:1-5; John 1:1-5,10-13) 

-not a physical birth, but a spiritual one, i.e. through the Holy Spirit (John 3:5-8)  
-brings to mind the sanctification of the Spirit in 1 Peter 1:2 
-without this new birth/being born again, we cannot see the kingdom of God (John 3:3)  

-we were dead in transgressions and sins (Eph. 2:1) and by nature objects of wrath (Eph. 2:3); but God in His mercy made us alive/gave us 
new life in Christ (Eph. 2:4-5) 
-those who believe in the name of Jesus Christ, are born not of natural descent, but born of God, as sons of God (John 1:12-13) 
 -cf. 1 John 5:1 – everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God 

-we were once estranged from God and His enemies, but now born again as His children – have relationship with Him 
 
 

 

4. What is the relationship between the new birth and the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead (v.3)? (cf. 
Romans 6:3-5) 

-our new birth occurred through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead (v.3) 
-Jesus Christ died for our sins and rose from the dead  

-the resurrection confirmed that His sacrifice was accepted and that sin had been atoned for; showed Him to be triumphant 
over sin and death; those who believe in Him have their sins atoned for and are given new life 

-those who believe in Christ died with Him (i.e. sins were punished in His body) and were buried with Him in baptism, then were raised 
with Him when He rose, i.e. were united with Him in His death and in His resurrection (Rom. 6:3-5) 

 -buried with Christ in baptism; raised with Him through our faith in the power of God, who raised Him from the dead (Col. 2:12) 
 

 

5. What is the hope that our new birth brings us, and why is it a living hope? 
-new life = new hope; we were once dead in sin, estranged from God and without hope; but now are alive in Christ and have the hope of 
eternal life with Him 
-hope of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time (v.5) – i.e. the full consummation of our salvation when Christ returns 
 -the grace that is to be given us when Jesus Christ is revealed i.e. at His 2

nd
 coming 

-includes eternal life, redemption of our bodies, final adoption as sons (Titus 1:1-2; Romans 8:22-25) 
-includes this inheritance that can never perish, spoil, or fade 

-but ultimately, our hope is to be with God, to see Him as He is and to be like Him (1 John 3:3) 
 
-not a ‘dead’ hope (i.e. one that will never come to pass), because it’s rooted in the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
-rather, it’s an undying hope that continues on, in the same way that Christ is undying because He has been resurrected (cf. Rom 6:9) 

-in other words, it’s an undying hope that is rooted in relationship with a living God 
-it becomes our life, because we have been given new birth into it through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead 
 -this hope shapes our life & grows as we grow in Christ 
 
 



 

6. What is the inheritance that our new birth results in? (v.4-5; Matt. 25:34; Revelation 21:1-7; Romans 8:15-17; 
Psalm 73:26)  How does it contrast with earthly joys or earthly possessions? 

-we inherit the kingdom of God, prepared for us before the Creation of the world (Matt. 25:34) 
-we will be seated with Christ in the heavenly realms and be shown the incomparable riches of God’s grace in the coming ages (Eph. 
2:4-7) 

-we inherit the new heaven and new earth, and in the city of God, the new Jerusalem (Rev. 21:1-7) 
 -includes new resurrection bodies and a new quality of life, with no sorrow, suffering or pain 
-we are heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ – (Rom. 8:17) i.e. we inherit all that belongs to God and to Christ i.e. everything (!) 
 -cf. 1 Cor. 3:21-23 – ‘all things are yours’ 
-ultimately, we ‘inherit’ God (Rom. 8:17 – ‘heirs of God’) - God Himself is our inheritance, our portion (Psalm 73:26) 
 -He is our ultimate treasure, our one desire; all other aspects of the inheritance are found and enjoyed in Him 
-unlike earthly possessions or joys, it is an inheritance that can never perish, spoil, or fade, kept in heaven for us 
 -absolutely secure – can never perish/be destroyed 
 -will never decay/spoil; can never be defiled or ruined 
 -will never fade – its wonder and its glory will never diminish; we’ll never tire or it or get bored of it; its joy will not diminish 
 
 

 
 
 
7.  How can we be certain that we will receive this inheritance? (v.5; consider also Hebrews 3:14) 

-we are being guarded by God’s power – i.e. kept for the inheritance that is being kept for us 
-in His sovereignty, keeps us from falling away or from being snatched away (cf. John 10:27-29) 

-but God guards us through faith 
-God’s power does not work apart from our faith, but through it 
-i.e. faith is the means God uses to guard His people 
-those who are being kept will persevere in faith until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time i.e. until 
the very end 

-if we continue in faith, God is guarding us by His power, to keep us for the coming salvation 
-perseverance in faith brings assurance – cf. Hebrews 13:14 – we have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the end the 
confidence we had at first � with 1 Peter 1:5, if we hold firmly, God is holding us 

-Aside: God has given us the Holy Spirit as the deposit guaranteeing our inheritance (Eph. 1:13-14) 
 -the Spirit empowers us in faith and enables us to persevere; also produces fruit in our lives as a foretaste of things to come 

 

 
 
8. What should our response be to all of this? (see v.6,8-9; also, Matthew 13:44-46)  If we’re not seeing this 
response in our lives, why might that be the case? 

-should result in great rejoicing, even in the face of trials (v.6) 
-this joy should cause us to give up everything to follow Christ (cf. parable of hidden treasure & pearl of great price) 

-the kingdom of God should be our one consuming passion 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Toward the Goal# 
In His great mercy, God has given us new birth through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  Though we were dead 
in our sins and were deserving only of His wrath, in His great mercy, God made us alive with Christ even while we were dead in 
transgressions (Eph. 2:1-5).  Not only that, but through faith in Christ, we have been born of God and have been given the right 
to become children of God (John 1:10-13).  As a result, whereas we were once without hope and without God (Eph. 2:12), we 
now have a living hope and an eternal inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade, kept in heaven for us.  But not only is God 
keeping this inheritance for us, He is also by His power keeping us for the inheritance, protecting and preserving us through our 
faith for the final consummation of our salvation on the day when Christ returns.  Knowing what God has done for us in Christ 
and what He has in store for us should cause us, with those who first received Peter’s letter, to rejoice greatly, with an 
inexpressible and glorious joy – a joy that causes us to seek Him with seemingly  reckless abandon, giving up all else for the 
surpassing greatness of knowing Him. 
 
Are you experiencing such joy in your life?  If not, what is hindering your joy?  Is it trials or hardships that you are facing?  Is it 
sin in your life? Is it that you’re spending too much time and energy pursuing the things of this world? Whatever the cause, set 
aside time each day to reflect on what God has done for you in Christ, and to consider how you ought to live that day in light of 
His mercy.  Ask Him to help you desire Him as your greatest treasure, that you might be filled each day with that inexpressible 
and glorious joy that comes from knowing Him. 


