
CGYG & LIFE Bible Study – 1 Peter 1:1-12 
 
Read 1 Peter 1:1-12 
1. What do these verses say about how God brings about salvation 
 
 -from the perspective of His sovereignty? 

-elected/chose us according to foreknowledge of God the Father (v.1-2) (from before time began – see previous studies) 
-set us apart by the Holy Spirit that we might obey Christ (v.2) 
-sent Jesus Christ to die for our sins and applied His blood to us, that we might be cleansed from sin (v.2) 
 � a work of all 3 members of the Triune God (v.2) 
 
-in His great mercy, gave us new life and a new birth through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead (v.3) 
 -united us with Christ in His death and resurrection (see previous study in 1:3-5) 
 -as a result, we are now children of God (John 1:12) and have an eternal inheritance kept for us in heaven (v.4) 
 
-guards us by His power until the consummation of our salvation – i.e. “for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time” (v.7) 
 -guards through faith – i.e. empowers and sustains us in that faith until the last time 
  -purifies and refines that faith through trials 
 
-announced the coming of this salvation in advance through the prophets, who spoke by the Holy Spirit (v.11), then sent people to 
preach the good news, also by the Holy Spirit (v.11-12) 
 -part of the Holy Spirit’s role of testifying about Christ and bringing Him glory 
 

 

 -from the perspective of Man’s responsibility? 
-we are chosen “for obedience to Jesus Christ” (v.2) 
 -obedience of believing in the name of Jesus Christ (1 John 3:21-23) 
 -ongoing obedience as God’s children resulting in holiness and love (1:14-15, 22) 
 
-we must have faith in Jesus Christ � results in salvation (v.9) 
 -believing in and loving Jesus Christ despite not having seen Him (v.8) – cf. Heb. 11:1 
 
-we must persevere in faith, which is the means through which God guards us by His power (v.5) – cf. Heb. 3:14 

 
-in summary, God sovereignly ordains and brings about salvation, but does so through faith in Jesus Christ 

 
 

2. Peter says that “now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials”. (v.6, ESV)  Why 
might it be necessary for Christians at times to go through ‘all kinds of trials’? (v.5-9; consider also James 1:2-4) 

-on one level, trials are ‘necessary’ because we are exiles/strangers in the world (v.1) 
-our values, desires differ from that of the world; thus, of necessity, trials will come as we seek after things of the kingdom of God 
(where our citizenship is) rather than the things of the world 

-on another level, trials are necessary to refine and prove the genuineness of our faith, which is worth more than gold (v.6) 
-refining/testing of our faith produces steadfastness and maturity, so that we might be complete, not lacking in anything (James 1:2-4) 

-results in praise, honor and glory; but also joy here and now as we experience fellowship with Christ through suffering 
-important since faith is the means by which God guards us for the salvation ready to be revealed in the last time (v.5); testing of faith 
through trials strengthens our faith and produces steadfastness – thus, are a means through which God guards/keeps us to the end 

-different trials necessary to meet different needs for refining; we have to go through all kinds of trials, to shape different aspects of our lives 
-suffering grief also helps remind us of the consequences of sin; thus helps turns us away from sin and keep eyes on things eternal 

 
 

3. According to these verses, why can we as Christians have joy even in the midst of trials?  How can you apply 
these truths to your own life? 

-because of all that God has done for us in Christ, and all He has in store for us � we have hope 
-chosen us before time began (v.2) 
-given us new birth into a living hope and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading (v.3-4) 
-guards us by His power for the final consummation of our salvation in the last time (v.5) 
 

-because we know that is working His good purposes through the trials 
-trials come in order to refine & prove the genuineness of our faith (v.7) 

 -trials last only ‘a little while’ (2 Cor. 4:17 – “momentary”), as long as necessary, but result in something of greater and lasting value 
-the tested genuineness of our faith will result is praise, glory and honor when Christ returns (v.7) 

  -glory for Christ, as His worth is displayed in the trust His people continued to have in Him, in spite of trials 
-glory also for us, as we share in the glory to be revealed (cf. 1 Pet. 5:1) 

  -our light & momentary troubles achieving for us an eternal weight of glory (2 Cor 4:17)  
 -in our trials, we follow the pattern Christ Himself laid down, of suffering preceding glory (v.11) 
    
-because of the present fellowship we have with Christ and our present experience of the salvation that is in Him 

-we love Jesus Christ and believe in Him/trust Him, even though we have not yet seen Him (v.8) 
-we are obtaining the outcome of our faith i.e. salvation of our souls i.e. we have present experience of the salvation that will 
be consummated at Christ’s return 

-we experience more and more of the blessings of salvation as we continue love and trust Christ � inexpressible & glorious joy 
 



 

4. What did the prophets predict about Jesus Christ, under inspiration of the Holy Spirit (v.10-11)?  What bearing 
should this have on how we as Christians face trials and hardships today? (cf. 1 Peter 1:6-7; 2:19-21; 1 Peter 4:12-
13 & 5:1) 

-predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow as a result (v.11); i.e. suffering precedes glory 
 -sufferings in His life as a human being, and especially with respect to His bearing our sins to the Cross 

-glory seen in His resurrection and ascension & exaltation to the right hand of God; also, glory in His coming again to consummate the 
salvation spoken of in v.9 and to bring about the new creation 

-predicted that God’s salvation & grace that would come to the Gentiles through Christ’s sufferings 
 
-in suffering unjustly, He left us an example of how we should respond when we face suffering that seems unjust (3:21) 

-we should likewise bear up under it, as those conscious of God; not retaliating or making threats, but committing ourselves the One 
who judges justly 
-if God Himself endured suffering for our sake, what right do we have to complain when we face suffering (and for our own good)? 

-also as noted in question 3, Christ is our pattern; just as His sufferings resulted in glory, so also will ours, as God uses trials to test and 
refine our faith (1:6-7) 
 -also, as we share in His sufferings, we also will partake in His glory (4:12-13; 5:1) 
 
 

 
 

5. If the Holy Spirit was speaking through them about Jesus Christ, why did the prophets still have to “search 
intently and with greatest care” into the things being revealed to them? (v.10-11) 

-no single prophet received the complete revelation of who the Christ would be, or of when & under what circumstances He would come 
-they all received pieces of revelation (like pieces of a puzzle), but wanted to see the whole picture � needed to search intently to 
understand it 
 -surprising content of the revelations – that God’s Christ would suffer, and that Gentiles would experience God’s grace 
  � understood that God was going to work a great salvation; wanted to know more about it & understand it 

-if they searched so intently even though they had so little to go on, how much more ought we to do the same, now that we have the 
complete revelation 
 
 
 
 

6. What do v. 9-12 say about the privilege we have, of having heard the Gospel?  (cf. Luke 10:23-24; Hebrews 
11:32-40)  How should we respond? (you might consider also 1 Peter 1:13ff; Colossians 1:24-27) 

-prophets and kings longed to see and hear all that that was revealed in Christ, but did not see/hear it (Luke 10:23-24) 
 -the prophets in fact found out that they were serving not themselves, but us who now know Jesus Christ (1:12) 

-they endured great hardships in this service to us, but did not yet receive the things promised when they died – only with us 
would they be perfected (Heb. 11:32-40) 

-even the angels long to look into these things (1:12) 
-thus, to have heard & believed the good news is a tremendous privilege that has been given us by God’s grace, not to be taken lightly 
 
-some appropriate responses 
 -praise and thanksgiving to God for His great mercy to us 
 -to believe in the One of whom the prophets testified and to deepen in love for Him 
 -patient endurance of the trials we face and perseverance in the faith that will result in glory when Christ is revealed 
 -prepare minds for action; set hope fully on the grace to be given us when Jesus Christ is revealed (1:13) 
 -willingness to endure suffering for the sake of making Christ known to all (Col. 1:24-27) 

-a deeper and passion to know and understand God’s revelation (i.e. His Word)  – if the prophets searched intently, now much more 
should we, having been given so much more 

 
 
Toward the Goal! 
We have seen in our study of 1 Peter 1 that God is sovereign in salvation (1:1-4); and yet, we are not just passive agents, since 
He saves us through our faith in Jesus Christ (1:8-9).  By this same faith, He guards us until the day of Christ’s return, when we 
will finally enjoy the fullness of our salvation, and take hold of the eternal inheritance that is being kept for us in heaven (1:5).  
It’s no wonder then that Peter tells us that our faith is more precious than gold, and that God chooses to purify and refine our 
faith, as needed, through all kinds of trials (1:6-7).  As we submit to it, this testing and refining of our faith produces the 
steadfastness that enables us to persevere in faith to the end (James 1:3) and leads to praise, glory, and honor on the day of 
Christ’s appearing.  In other words, though we sometimes think of trials as things that may cause people to fall away from God, 
for God’s elect, trials are actually a means by which God keeps us in the faith and by which He brings to completion the work of 
salvation He started in us.  Knowing all that God has already done for us and understanding that He is even now working for 
good in the trials we face enables us not only to endure these trials, but to find joy in them, as we look beyond our temporary 
afflictions to the living hope we have in Christ, and as we continue to walk with Him by faith. 
 
What trials are you facing in your life right now, and how are you responding to them?  As you face hardship and trials, thank 
God for testing and refining your faith.  Ask Him to help you keep your life centered on Him and on the living hope He has given 
you through faith in Jesus Christ, that you might know His joy, even as you suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 


