
CGYG & LIFE Bible Study: 1 Corinthians 9:1-14 
 
In chapter 8, Paul dealt with the matter of whether it was proper for Christians to eat meat sacrificed to idols, particularly in 
the context of eating within a pagan temple as part of worship of a pagan god, but also regarding eating of meat 
purchased from the marketplace (much of which will have been sacrificed to an idol). He argues that Christians are free to 
eat such food because idols are “nothing at all” (8:4) and thus do not defile the food…. in any event, food does not bring 
us any closer to God (8:8). Though believers are free to eat, however, he calls on them to be willing to give up their 
freedoms, if the exercise of these freedoms causes a brother with a weak conscience to stumble or sin.  In so doing, they 
build their brother up in love (8:1), rather than tearing him down (8:11). 
 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 9:1-27 
 
- How does Paul’s life, as described in today’s passage, serve as an example of the principles he taught in chapter 8? 

-“Am I not free? Am I not an apostle?” (9:1) - Paul had many rights & freedoms as an apostle of Jesus Christ (v.1-14), but 
restricted his rights & freedoms (v.12, 15-19) for the sake of reaching as many with the gospel as possible (v.20-27) 

 
 
 

 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 9:1-14 
1 Corinthians 9 is part of an extended section that runs from 8:1 through 11:1, which begins and ends with Paul 
addressing the issue of eating meat sacrificed to idols. In chapter 9:1-14, Paul defends his apostleship and his rights as 
an apostle. While this may seem to be a detour, this defense may have arisen because some of the Corinthians were 
questioning his authority to restrict their rights/freedoms in this matter of eating meat sacrificed to idols, particularly given 
that Paul himself at times may have seemed to have been conflicted about what he would or wouldn’t eat (cf. 9:20-22). 
Having defended his status and rights as an apostle, Paul shows that he has willingly laid aside his own rights and 
freedoms as an apostle for the sake of others (9:12; 15-27), the implication being that the Corinthians should follow his 
example. 
 
 
-What is an apostle? (you might want to consider Luke 6:12-16; Acts 1:15-26; Ephesians 2:19-20) 

-apostle - one of 12 men chosen by Jesus Christ (Luke 6:13) to bear witness about Him, and in particular about His resurrection 
(Acts 1:22) 
 -eyewitnesses of the resurrection 
-played a foundational role in the Church  the church was built on the foundation of their testimony (Eph. 2:20) 
 -like the OT prophets, agents through whom God delivered His Word  
 
 
 
 
 

-What ‘proofs’ were there that Paul was a genuine apostle (1 Cor. 9:1-2; 15:3-8; Acts 9:15; 2 Cor 12:12)?  Why might 
some of the Corinthians have questioned whether Paul was really an apostle (9:3ff; you might also consider 2 Cor. 10:8-
12; 11:3-7)? 

-“Have I not seen Jesus our Lord?” (9:1)  one of the criteria of apostleship was to have been an eyewitness of Christ’s 
resurrection (Acts 1:22) 

-Paul saw the risen Lord Jesus Christ on the road to Damascus (Acts 9; cf. 1 Cor. 15:8 – Christ appeared to him ‘as to one 
untimely born’) 

-‘Are not you my workmanship in the Lord?... for you are the seal of my apostleship’ (9:1-2)  speaks to the foundational role of 
the apostles’ testimony in establishing and building the Church 

-the Corinthian church was established on Paul’s testimony about Jesus Christ – “If to others I am not an apostle, at least I am 
to you…” 

-Paul also had performed many signs & wonders, which was also one of the marks of the apostles (2 Cor. 12:12) 
 
-some of the Corinthians might have questioned his apostleship 

-because he wasn’t one of the original 12, or a replacement chosen by the 12 (i.e. like Matthias was in Acts 1) 
-because he didn’t seem to be acting like what they thought an apostle should be like 

  -he was not taking their financial support or other things an apostle would be entitled to (9:3) 
  -his speech and personal presence seemed unimpressive to the Corinthians (2 Cor. 10:10, 11:5-6) 

-in contrast to some false teachers who were claiming to be apostles (‘super-apostles’ – 2 Cor. 11:5); 
skilled/smooth talkers who were leading the Corinthians astray and taking advantage of them (2 Cor. 10-11) 

 
 



 
- What rights did Paul have as an apostle (v.3-6,12)? What arguments does he use to show that he has these rights (v.7-
14)? 

-he had a right to be financially supported for the work he was doing, and to take along a believing wife with him (v.4ff) 
-Paul uses several arguments to defend his right to be supported in these ways 

1. This was the right & expectation for the other apostles (v.5-6) 
2. Common experience / common sense – people who work at something make their living from that work, e.g. soldiers, 
farmers, shepherds (v.7) 
3. The Old Testament Law – not muzzling the ox while it treads out the grain (Deut. 25:4) (v.8-10) 

-not just about the ox, but that that those who work at something should make their livelihood from it – plowman & 
thresher work in hope of sharing in the harvest  extends to those in Gospel ministry (v.10) 
-Paul has sown spiritual seed among them; can rightfully expect to reap material things from them 

4. Sense of fairness / justice – they have benefited from what he has sown among them, so it is right that they should benefit 
him 

  -others have shared in this rightful claim – why not him? (v.11-12) 
 5. The example of the Temple – those who are employed in the Temple service get their food from there and share in the 

sacrifices & offerings (v.13) 
 6. Christ’s command that those who proclaim the Gospel should get their living from the Gospel (Matt. 10:9-10; Lk 10:7) (v.14) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Why didn’t Paul make use of these rights (v.12)? How did he support himself while among the Corinthians? (cf. Acts 
18:1-5; 2 Corinthians 11:7-9; Phil. 4:15) 

-so as not to put any obstacle in the way of the Gospel – more on this in the next study 
 -e.g. so people wouldn’t think he was doing this just for money 
-instead, Paul initially worked as a tentmaker while in Corinth (Acts 18:1-5) 

-after Timothy & Silas arrived from Macedonia , he was able to give himself full-time to the work (Acts 18:5) 
-likely because they came with financial support/a gift from the Macedonian Christians (2 Cor. 11:7-9; Phil. 4:15) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflection and application 
In today’s passage, Paul makes a strong case for the principle that “those who proclaim the Gospel should get their living 
by the Gospel” (9:14). How does this principle apply to Christian workers and leaders today? (in addition to the Scriptures 
considered above, you might also consider 1 Tim. 5:17-18) 

-same rights of material support apply to those who are called full-time to the ministry  
 -e.g. elders/pastors – 1 Tim. 5:17-18; teachers – Gal. 6:6 

 


