
CGYG & LIFE Bible Study: 1 Corinthians 6:1-11 
 
Don & Todd are members of the same church. Hearing that Don was looking to buy a house for his growing family, Todd 
told Don that he was planning to downsize and offered to sell his house to him at a 5% discount from market value, in a 
private sale (without realtor fees). Having been in Todd’s house several times for cell group meetingsa few years ago, 
Don liked the house and this seemed like a great deal, so he agreed to buy it. Six months after Don moved in, however, 
there were heavy rains and the basement flooded. On further investigation, Don found there was a large crack in the 
foundation of the house. When he asked Todd if he had known about the crack in the foundation before he offered it for 
sale, Todd seemed evasive and wouldn’t give a straight answer. Don asked Todd to pay for at least half of the cost of the 
repairs to the basement and the foundation, but Todd refused, saying only, “Sorry, but this is your problem, not mine. It’s 
not my fault that the foundation of your house has a crack in it. Besides, I already gave you a really good price!” Upset, 
Don sued Todd for the full cost of the repairs. Do you agree with Don’s course of action (i.e. suing Todd)?  Would you 
have done the same if this had happened to you?  Why or why not? If not, what would you do differently? 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 6:1-20 
-For review: What issues in the church at Corinth did Paul deal with in 1 Corinthians 5, and how do they relate to the 
problems he discusses here, in chapter 6? 

-Sexual sin / immorality within the church revisited from a different angle in 6:12-20 (next Bible study) 
-accompanied by a lax attitude by the Corinthians towards sin in their midst 

-pride/arrogance within the church  manifest in divisions in the church (chapters 1-4)  here in chapter 6, people suing other(s) 
in the church 
-a call to exercise proper church discipline / judging those inside the church in chapter 5 (5:12)  
 extends in chapter 6 to judging unresolved disputes between believers in the church 

 
Read 1 Corinthians 6:1-11 
-What situation was Paul addressing in the Corinthian church in these verses?  Can you think of similar situations that 
could arise in churches today? 

-believer(s) suing each other in (secular) courts, presumably because they were cheated/wronged by other believer(s) 
-watching court proceedings was apparently a form of entertainment for people in those times 

-disputes between brothers/sisters in the church were therefore ‘out there’ for unbelievers to see  
-possible modern-day examples: business or property disputes (between Christians); fights over inheritances; employer/employee 
grievances 

 
-What does Paul say about lawsuits between Christians, and why?  How should believers deal with such disputes, and 
what might this look like practically? Does this preclude all legal actions (lawsuits or otherwise) between Christians? Why, 
or why not? 

-lawsuits between believers should not happen (in general), for multiple reasons 
-they demonstrate lack of love btw brothers/sisters and arise from self-seeking/sinful actions and attitudes – 
cheating/defrauding one another; demanding own rights rather than being willing to suffer wrong for the sake of Christ  
-they are bad witness to unbelievers, when Christians need to go to unbelievers to settle their disputes 
 -Christians fighting and behaving badly towards one another (rather than displaying love for one another) 
 -implies there is no one wise enough to settle disputes arising among God’s people 
  -ironic, given the Corinthian Christians’ obsession with ‘wisdom’ (cf. chapter 1) 
-unbelievers have no standing in the Church 
-but Christians will judge the world & angels – should be competent to judge much more trivial things related to this world 

-Believers should seek to resolve such disputes within the community of the people of God 
-Paul expects that believers should take disputes to others in the church to judge, rather than to unbelievers 

-an extension of Paul’s call in chapter 5 for the church to judge those in the church 
-doesn’t go into process, but perhaps by a process similar to that followed in church discipline? 

-May be challenging in modern context, when people from 2 or more churches/denominations may be involved 
 -involvement of 2 or more churches. Or a neutral 3rd (Christian) party? (e.g. ‘Peacemaker’ ministries) 
-Should prevent/dissuade many or most lawsuits between Christians; but may not apply to some situations  

-e.g. if a Christian has broken a law – may still need to be held accountable to the law 
 -problem is not with the legal system, but with Christians using it to achieve their own ends against each other 
 -is the motivation a desire for revenge, or for restoration (i.e. lovingly calling a brother to be accountable)? 
 -cf. Romans 13:1-7 – role of the magistrates as God’s instrument to punish wrongdoers 
-Question: Does treating an excommunicated brother/sister ‘as you would a tax collector or Gentile’ entail permission to sue? 
(e.g. if the church excommunicates someone who refuses to repent/make restitution for defrauding a brother?) 
 

-What does Paul mean, that the saints will judge the world and angels? (v.2-3; cf. Matt 19:28, 2 Timothy 2:12, Jude 1:6, 
Rev 20:4) In light of this reality, what is the irony in the Corinthian believers going “before the unrighteous” for judgment” 
(v.1)? 

-Christ’s followers will reign with Him and will judge the world (and angels) with Him, when He returns 
-Ironic because the Corinthian believers are seeking to be judged in trivial, temporal matters, by those whom they will one day 
themselves judge in far weightier matters of eternal significance 

  -should be more than competent to judge such trivial matters 



 
-What attitude should Christians have towards those who would take advantage of them (v.7; cf. Luke 6:27-36)?  Why 
was having lawsuits between themselves already a defeat, regardless of whether they won the lawsuits? 

-turning the other cheek & going the extra mile for those who would take advantage 
 -a response oflove our enemies  responding to evil by returning good 
  -a willingness to be wronged / give up our rights for the good of others 

-we are children of a heavenly Father, who loved us in the same way - sent Christ to die for us while we were yet sinners 
-the Corinthians weren’t showing such love even to their own brothers & sisters, much less their enemies – living defeated lives 
that looked little different from the lives of unbelievers, rather than victorious lives in Christ 
 -rather than showing sacrificial love towards each other, some were taking advantage of each other 
 -others were taking brothers/sisters to court in anger/demanding rights, rather than responding in love 
  -or possibly taking others to court to try to exploit/take advantage of their stronger position (cf. James 2:6) 
 -beyond this, these disputes were occurring as a spectacle to unbelievers  bringing reproach upon the Church and Christ 
  -Paul says that even if someone was wronged, why not rather be wronged, than to bring reproach to Christ? 
   -instead, they were wronging and defrauding one another 
 -By going to court, they were “flaunting their failures” 
 

 
-What warning does Paul give in vv.9-11, and how does it relate to this issue of lawsuits?(cf. Gal 5:19-21)What 
corresponding encouragement does he give, and what does this say about how Christians ought to live? 

-Paul warns that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God 
-i.e. those who continue living in sinful ways (as exemplified in v.9-10) will not inherit the kingdom 

-similar list of sins as 5:11, but with a few additional ones listed, including homosexual practice (2 words in the 
Greek), and thievery 

-this includes thieves, greedy & swindlers (v.10) – those who defraud/cheat their brothers (as in 6:1-8) are in danger 
-may also be a reference to the ‘unrighteous’ to whom those engaged in lawsuits were appealing to for judgment 
 -have no standing in the Church and will not inherit the kingdom – so why go to law before them? 

-Paul’s encouragement – “such were some of you” – the Corinthian believers wereonce counted among the unrighteous, and 
guilty of such sins 
 -but they were saved in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of God (v.11) 

-washed (from filth/sins); sanctified (set apart as holy, to live holy lives); justified (declared righteous in God’s sight) 
 -implication being that they should now live as those who have been washed, sanctified & glorified 

-turn away from the old sin, to “become what they already are” 
-for those considering suing, remembering that they have been forgiven  should forgive others 

-not saved by their own righteous living, but rather, righteous living flows out of what God has already done for them in Christ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit 

-the warning in 6:9-10 is not an idle threat - those who self-identify believers but continue living in unbroken, 
unrepentant sin are deceiving themselves and will not inherit the kingdom of God (cf. Matthew 7:21-23) 
-but those who are truly Christ’s will hear his voice (John 10:1-3,16) and heed his warning – showing themselves 
indeed to be His 

 
 
Reflection and application 
As Christ’s followers, we have been washed, we have been sanctified, we have been justified in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. Thus, whereas we once walked in sin and in the ways of the world, we are to do 
so no longer, but rather, to live lives of holiness and love that truly reflect our new identity in Christ. In contrast to the 
Corinthian Christians whom Paul rebuked in today’s Scripture passage, our lives are no longer to be characterized by the 
greed that leads people to cheat and defraud others, but rather by integrity and generosity in our dealings with one 
another. Further, when wronged or cheated, our impulse ought not to be to insist on our rights or to seek revenge, but 
rather to demonstrate love to those who have wronged us, so that God’s love might rightly be seen to be at work in us and 
through us. 
 
Consider how you respond to situations in which you feel like you’ve been wronged or been taken advantage of (or in 
which you’ve wronged someone else). Even if you’ve never taken anyone to court, are your responses colored more by 
selfish desires and insistence on your rights, or by the grace that God has shown you in Christ? 


