
CGYG & LIFE Bible Study: 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 
 
 
For Discussion: “It is also critical that we keep in mind a fundamental principle of Christian communication: the audience, 
not the message, is sovereign.  If our advertising is going to stop people in the midst of hectic schedules and cause them 
to think about what we’re saying, our message has to be adapted to the needs of the audience.  When we produce 
advertising that is based on the take-it-or-leave-it proposition, rather than on a sensitivity and response to people’s needs, 
people will invariably reject our message.” (George Barna, Marketing the Church).  Do you agree or disagree?  Why? 
 
  
For review: Read 1 Corinthians 1:17-31. In 2 or 3 sentences, summarize the main thought(s) in these verses. 
-the message of the Cross is foolishness to the those who are perishing, but to those who are being saved, it is the wisdom and power 
of God 
-because the world in its wisdom didn’t know God (and in fact rejected Him), God was pleased to save the world through what seemed 
to them to be folly, thus showing his folly to be wiser than Man’s wisdom and His weakness to be stronger than Man’s strength 
 -He did this to undercut any and all grounds for human boasting 
 
 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
-In these verses Paul reiterates that he avoided preaching ‘testimony of God’ (i.e. the Gospel) “with lofty speech or 
wisdom” (v.1) or “in plausible words of wisdom” (v.4), deciding instead “to know nothing… except Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified”. (v.2) Why did he do this? (cf. 1:17-25) 

-So that the Corinthians’ faith wouldn’t rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God (2:5) – did not want to empty the 
Cross of Christ of its power (1:17) 

-as we saw previously in 1:17-31, using words of eloquent wisdom seeks to persuade based on the wisdom/skill of the 
speaker, rather than relying on the wisdom and power of God displayed in the Cross of Christ (1:18ff) 

-may fall into the temptation of drawing attention to the speaker, rather than to Christ  i.e. relying on men’s wisdom rather 
than God’s power 

-We saw in the previous study that power in evangelism comes not from our ability, eloquence or wisdom, but from “the 
foolishness of what was preached” (v.21) i.e. the word of the Cross; from Christ Himself 
 -the wisdom of the world is at odds with the wisdom of God (1:18ff) 
 -seeking to mix in worldly wisdom runs counter to God’s purposes in “destroying the wisdom of the wise” 
 -God is pleased “through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe” 
 
 

 
-How were Paul’s speech and message “in demonstration of the Spirit and of power”? (v.4) 

-the work of the Holy Spirit and the power of God were displayed in bringing many in Corinth to faith (Acts 18:8) – not through 
Paul’s own wisdom or ability, but through his preaching of the “foolish’ message of the Cross, and in spite of his weakness / fear 
-ties in to what Paul will say in 2:6-16 about the work of the Holy Spirit 
 
 
 
 

Read 1 Corinthians 2:6-16 
Although Paul says in 2:1-5 that he did not come proclaiming the Gospel ‘with lofty speech or wisdom’ or ‘in plausible 
words of wisdom’, here in 2:6, he clarifies that he does nevertheless ‘impart wisdom’ (v.6).  
 
What is this wisdom that Paul imparts, and how does it differ from the ‘wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age’ (v.6-
9)? 

-from 1:17-31, this wisdom is the word of the Cross (1:18) – Christ, the power of God and the wisdom of God (1:24) 
 -the message of the Christ & His Gospel, which the world considers foolishness, is the wisdom of God (1:18-31) 
-the wisdom of this age, i.e. the wisdom of the world that Paul referred to in 1:18-31 (of the wise, the scribe, the debater – 1:20) 
is doomed to pass away (1:6)  

-even the wisdom of its best, or those viewed to be its leaders (i.e. rulers of this age) will pass away 
-the world in its wisdom did not know God (1:21) and in fact rejects God (Rom. 1:18-23); thus in the end is futile, as it cannot 
save from the coming judgment of God 

-in contrast, the wisdom Paul preaches is one that is eternal - decreed by God before the ages for our glory 
-far beyond what the natural mind could conceive (2:9) 
-ironic that the world has dismissed it as foolish & inglorious/shameful; yet intended by God ultimately for glory, while the 
things treasured and glorified by the world (the wisdom of the age) ultimately passes away 
 
 
 



-Where does this wisdom come from, and how is it understood/grasped? Why did ‘none of the rulers of this age’ 
understand it? In what sense is the ‘natural person’ (2:14) unable to understand it? 

-This wisdom comes from God – ‘a secret and hidden wisdom of God’ (2:6) and is revealed through the Spirit of God (2:10), i.e. 
the Holy Spirit 
-The rulers of the age didn’t understand it and as a result crucified the Lord of glory (2:8) – seeing Him as weak & foolish 
 -didn’t understand because it was a secret & hidden wisdom of God (2:7) 
  -couldn’t be seen or heard or imagined by humans operating purely on a natural level (2:9) 

-God had provided glimpses in the OT His plan of salvation, but not yet fully revealed that those purposes would be 
accomplished in Jesus Christ – in a sense, ‘hidden in plain sight’ 

-Rather, these truths can only be understood & grasped as God reveals them by His Spirit (2:10) 
-these things are inaccessible to the natural human mind; but ‘the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.’ (2:10) 
-Paul uses the analogy of how people can know one another 
 -no one knows a person’s thoughts except the person himself (i.e. the spirit of that person) (2:11) 

-in the same way, no one knows God’s thoughts except God Himself – i.e. the Spirit of God (2:11), and those to 
whom God has chosen to reveal Himself (and His thoughts) through His Spirit (2:12-13) 

 
-those who have believed in Christ “have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we 
understand the things freely given us by God” (2:12) 

  -this wisdom has been given to us in words ‘not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit’ (2:13) 
  -just as this wisdom is revealed in words taught by the Spirit, so also the Spirit enables people to ‘understand’ them 

 
-‘interpreting spiritual truths [i.e. truths revealed by the Spirit] to those who are spiritual [i.e. who have the Spirit of 
God]” (2:13) 
-those who have received the Holy Spirit through faith in Christ (i.e. ‘spiritual’ people) have access to the mind of 
Christ (2:16) 

 -i.e. the Holy Spirit both reveals the thoughts & wisdom God to us, and enables us to understand it 
 
-In contrast, the ‘natural person’ (2:14) [i.e. the person without the Spirit of God] doesn’t accept nor understand the things that 
come from the Spirit of God 

-rejects them as foolishness, and doesn’t understand them because these things are ‘spiritually discerned’ 
-not that they are unable to understand the Gospel in terms of being able to explain the message and how it all holds together 

-rather, they can’t understand it in the sense that they do not grasp its truth, and do not see it as the wisdom of God 
 -a lack of understanding that goes hand-in-hand with their rejection of the message as folly 

 
-What does it mean, that ‘the spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one’ (2:15)? 

-the spiritual person (i.e. who has received the Spirit of God through faith in Christ) has the mind of Christ (2:16) and understands 
the things of God  

-But as someone who comes from the world, also has the ability to understand the things that the ‘natural person’ without the 
Spirit of God can understand 

-but can understand these things not just from the ‘natural’ perspective, but also from God’s perspective, as revealed 
by the Spirit 
“The profane person cannot understand holiness; but the holy person can well understand the depths of evil.” 
 -therefore judges all things – both things natural and things spiritual 

 
-“is himself to be judged by no one” 
 -not that they are automatically beyond reproach or criticism, or that they know & do everything perfectly 

-in context, the natural person who doesn’t accept or understand the things that come from the Spirit of God (2:14) and who 
doesn’t know the mind of God (2:15) is unable to rightly judge the spiritual person, who does know & understand 
 -the spiritual person is judged by the natural person to be foolish; but judged ultimately by God to be wise 
 -ultimately it is God alone who judges 

 
-How should the truths we’ve learned in today’s passage impact the way we evangelize and engage the world around us? 

-not to be enamored by the wisdom of the world, either in terms of content or method 
-not that we don’t seek to be persuasive or to find ways to connect with those whom we’re engaging; but remembering that 
God’s wisdom & power are front & center, not ours  proclaiming the message of the Cross, trusting the Spirit to enable 

-seeking the mind of Christ as revealed through the Spirit, rather than following the spirit of the world, as we engage 
-role of the Holy Spirit in enabling people to receive & understand the truth  importance of prayer in evangelism 
 

 
Reflection and application 
While the world rejects the message of the Cross as folly, those enabled by the Holy Spirit rightly understand and receive 
it for what it truly is - the wisdom and the power of God. As followers of Christ, we have received the Spirit of God, through 
whom we begin to understand the depths of the riches that God has freely given us in Christ. What folly it is, then, when 
Christians seek to emulate the wisdom of the world in the vain hope that doing so will somehow win the world to Christ. As 
you seek to share your faith with those around you, what are some ways you can be relying the wisdom and power of 
God, rather than on your own wisdom or on the wisdom of this age? 


