
June 21, 2019 

CGYG & LIFE Bible Study: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 

 

For Discussion: Do you ever compare yourself to others in the church?  Does your admiration of those who serve in 

important ministries lead you to dismiss the value of your contribution to the life of the church?  Do your abilities and gifts 

lead you to be wary of asking others for help or involving others in serving because you can do a better job yourself? 

 

 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 

 

For review: In 1 Corinthians 12:1-11, Paul laid some foundational principles for understanding spiritual gifts and what the 

Corinthian church’s attitude should have been towards God and one another when it came to their own gifts.  All gifts 

come from the Holy Spirit and are distributed by His choosing, apart from any merit on the part of the recipient.  Therefore, 

there was no room for pride or division among the believers on the basis of their gifts but, rather, a sober recognition of 

their full reliance on God’s grace for their giftings and a conviction of their duty to humbly apply them for the benefit of one 

another.  Having established the equality of all the believers in their dependence on God for their gifts, Paul moves on to 

address the reality of differences among the various members of the church. 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-20 
In what ways is the picture of the body an appropriate analogy for the Church? 

-The body parallels the Church in both structure and function.  The body is a single entity that consists of a variety of parts (v.12) 

with distinct roles working in interdependence. 

  -There is diversity in the body by definition/necessity (v.14) – a body that lacks diversity is no longer a body (v.19). 

-There is an exactness and differentiation to the functions of each part so that no part can fully replace another (v.17) – the 

body would be lacking without the input of each of its parts, every one of them is uniquely needed. 

  -There is an objective relationship between parts of the body (v.15-16) – there is no disconnection without dysfunction. 

  -The parts of the body serve the whole body, not only themselves (e.g., the eyes guide the hands and feet). 

 -Every part of the body responds to and is guided by the head that is over it. 

 -Not every part performs an equal function (e.g., you can live without a toe, but you cannot live without a heart). 

 

What does Paul say is the basis for unity within the body of Christ? 

-Verses 12-13 continue the thought from the previous section that all spiritual gifts are connected by the Holy Spirit, who is the 

Giver and the one who empowers them all.  Likewise, the church is bound together by the one Spirit, who is the basis of and the 

common bond uniting all the members in the one body of Christ. 

-Paul argues that there is an equality of experience that breaks down worldly divisions (nationality and class) and again 

emphasizes that it is an act of grace (i.e., we are the objects in the acts of baptism and being “made to drink”) – it is not of us. 

-All were baptized in one Spirit into one body (we are in the Spirit, “immersion in the Spirit”).  In baptism, we are identified 

with, united to, and brought under the leadership of the one into whom we are baptized (1 Cor. 10:1-4). 

-All were made to drink of one Spirit (the Spirit is in us, in our innermost places).  In drinking of the Spirit (allusion to the 

Lord’s Supper) we are partaking of Him who does His work in us (1 Cor. 10:16-18). 

 

What was the attitude of the people that Paul describes in verses 15-16?1  What do Paul’s words say to those who 

experience feelings of insecurity or insignificance in the church (Matt. 10:42)?2 

1There were some who were downcast and doubted their place in the body of Christ because their gifts seemed to pale in 

comparison with the more spectacular gifts possessed by those around them. 

  -In Paul’s example, the feet were the lowest, dirtiest part of the body in the ancient world (v.15) – (cf. John 13:1-17). 
2It was God who composed the body, not only choosing and shaping its parts but arranging them as He desired (v.18, 24b).   

2Feelings of inadequacy do not override the objective Spirit-wrought relationship of the parts to the body (v.13).  Each part’s 

divinely set place cannot be nullified, even by its own resignation – each has a place among God’s people and in His sight. 
2The parts of the body are irreplaceable because no member can do everything.  The loss of any member would leave the whole 

body lacking (v.17). 

 2Even small acts of service in His name have value and are an affirmation that the one who serves belongs to God (Matt. 10:42). 

 2Beware of setting your own terms for inclusion in the body (exclusion from the body means not belonging to Christ). 

  -A self-deprecating attitude contradicts God’s design and denies the value He has established for the parts. 

-By extension, the statements in verses 15-16 assert that the body shouldn’t have feet or ears.  These attitudes may even 

disparage the other foot or the other ear as well (i.e., I don’t belong and, by association, neither do you). 

  



Questions?  Contact Wilson – chanw@hotmail.com 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:21-26 

What was the attitude of the people that Paul describes in verse 21?1  What do Paul’s words say to those who 

experience feelings of superiority or self-sufficiency in the church (Rom. 12:3-5)?2 

1There were some who were self-assured and overvalued their contributions and independence in the body of Christ and who 

put down/dismissed those who did not have the gifts they did. 

  -They did not recognize the value of the parts they were rejecting and what would be lost without them. 
2Paul contrasts worldly and godly views of three qualities (v.22-24): strength (of constitution vs. feebleness/vulnerability), honour, 

and beauty (comeliness), qualities that we can easily become enamoured with. 

  -What we might consider weak, God affirms these as indispensable (v.22). 

-What we might consider less worthy of honour, God says these are to be shown greater honour (v.23), even bestowing 

His honour on them (v.24).  We ascribe honour to our clothed parts through the clothing given to them. 

-What we might consider unpresentable and be content to conceal and forget, God says to treat these with special 

modesty (v.23), and so adorn them with comeliness in our dealings with them. 
2The goal should be to eliminate division in the body and to promote a mutual care (v.25).  The call is for the “haves” to care for 

and lift up the “have nots,” applying sober judgment and acknowledging the stake each part has in the others (Rom. 12:3-5). 

 

How do we suffer and rejoice with one another (Gal. 6:2, Rom. 12:15)? 

-Sharing in another’s suffering, especially the desire to suffer in solidarity with them, is a posture that proceeds from a heart that 

recognizes their value and is inclined toward their good (v.25). 

-The shared experience of suffering mobilizes the rest of the body to act to alleviate that suffering.  This can be 

accomplished through the bearing of one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2). 

-Shared suffering also happens when hurting members can no longer perform their service to the body (i.e., what they feel also 

affects others) or, in the case of the reputation of the Church, when Christ is maligned because of an individual’s or church’s sin. 

 -In rejoicing, the honour is not shared as it is with suffering, but there is an unselfish gladness at the lifting up of another. 

  -This can be true even when our own circumstances offer us little reason to rejoice. 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:27-31 

By what measure should we evaluate spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 12:7, 14:4-5, 12, 18-19, Eph. 4:11-16)? 

-The higher gifts are the ones that result in more edification for the body.  Gifts of instruction were ranked the highest.  Teaching 

outranks miracles and healing, while helping and administration (governance => steering, directing) outrank tongues. 

 -Higher gifts also typically carry a greater responsibility to serve with them and greater accountability before God for them. 

-We are encouraged to pursue (cultivate and train) the higher gifts (v.31) – a zealous desire rather than a selfish coveting. 

 

What are characteristics of a godly functioning church (Eph. 4:1-6)?1  In which areas do you need to turn to God 

to better live out the oneness of Christ’s body with others?2  With whom can you be doing this?3 

1There is a recognition and joyful acceptance of both our individual identities as distinct members and our overarching collective 

identity as the body of Christ (v.12-13, 27). 

-One body is “not a goal to achieve; it is a fact to be recognized” and each part has “one Spirit” value imparted to it (v.13). 

 1Gifts are valued rightly as grace that is given not for status or show but to be given away (responsibility to serve). 

  -In a well-run body, every member receives more than it gives as each part works to serve the others (Eph. 4:15-16). 

 1Both joys and sorrows are shared among the members as their lives are marked by mutual dependence and equal concern. 
1There is an ongoing pursuit of God’s gifts (v.31), recognizing that they are not earned, owed, or a statement of worth – there is a 

balance between ambition (for the common good – v.7) and contentment. 
1“Every member of the body is to preserve its own rank, and do its own office; and all are to minister to one another, and 

promote the good of the body in general, without envying, or despising, or neglecting, or ill-using, any one particular 

member.  How blessed a constitution were the Christian church, if all the members did their duty!” – Matthew Henry 

 

Reflection and application 
Paul never denied the differences between the gifts that believers have, even as he emphasized the equality of all 

believers in receiving their gifts as grace.  However, the basis on which he differentiated between them was not one of 

outward glory or recognition but of the blessing each could bring to the body.  Since it was God who arranged Christ’s 

body according to His own design and purposes, He is the one who has deliberately chosen some of its members for less 

strength, honour, or beauty than others.  Rather than focusing on these differences and allowing them to drive division 

within the church, as members of the body of Christ, without which the body cannot function at the peak of its God-

intended, Spirit-joined design, let us serve to encourage, support, and build one another up in God’s role for each of us.  

Let us also recognize that even the lowliest member of Christ’s body has reason to rejoice as inclusion here is better by 

far than acceptance anywhere else (Ps. 84:10). 


