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CGYG & LIFE Bible Study: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

 

For Discussion: How do you know whether what you consider to be your spiritual gifts are really spiritual gifts?  What, if 

anything, do your spiritual gifts have in common with those of someone who is gifted differently? 

 

 

 

 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

 

For review: In 1 Corinthians 11:17-34, Paul confronted the Corinthian church on their conduct when they came together 

for the Lord’s Supper.  Rather than gathering in remembrance of all that Jesus had accomplished at the cross and 

celebrating the unity that was purchased for them there, those who were materially blessed used the occasion to flaunt 

their wealth before those who had nothing and to exclude them, thus, driving division within the church.  Paul warned that 

those responsible would be guilty of partaking in the Lord’s Supper in an unworthy manner and at risk of coming under 

God’s judgment.  Rather, he counseled them to examine themselves carefully so that they might honour Christ rightly 

whenever they gathered at the Lord’s Table.  In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul moves on from matters of daily living to the topic of 

spiritual gifts. 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-3  
The Corinthian church was a spiritually blessed community (1 Cor. 1:4-7).  However, having come from a pagan 

background, they had not received any teaching regarding spiritual gifts and were uninformed about them.  In contrast to 

the living God who speaks through His Word and His Holy Spirit, pagan gods were all mute, unable to give instruction, 

and therefore inactive and impotent in the guiding of their followers.  This reminder of the sad condition from which the 

Corinthians came sets the stage for Paul’s teaching on spiritual gifts. 

 

In verse 3, Paul lays out several broad principles about spiritual gifts using the specific example of speaking in 

the Spirit of God.  What statements does Paul make about the one who is genuinely speaking in the Spirit?1  

From the quotes Paul uses, what can be said about what characterizes a true spiritual gift?2 

 1No one by the Spirit will ever oppose Jesus (“Jesus be cursed” – NIV84). 
 1Only by the Spirit can Jesus be acknowledged as Lord (i.e., Christ’s lordship is not a human discovery but must be revealed).  

1It is not simply a matter of saying the words “Jesus is accursed” or “Jesus is Lord” but of making a declaration reflective of the 

state of one’s heart. 

 2The nature of spiritual gifts is directly tied to the Giver of the gifts, the Holy Spirit, and His relationship to Christ. 
  -A true spiritual gift should point to Jesus and reveal truth about Him – e.g., that He is Lord (John 15:26). 
  -The truths revealed should also be in line with other truths revealed by God. 

  -A true spiritual gift should glorify Christ rather than denounce/oppose Him (John 16:14). 
  -The Spirit is in accord with Christ, not against Him. 

 2Supposed workings of the Spirit, therefore, ought to be evaluated with respect to Christ. 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
What is Paul’s emphasis in his trio of statements in verses 4-6? 
  Varieties Same 

 v.4 Gifts  Spirit (Holy Spirit)  The giver of the gifts is the same 

 v.5 Service Lord (Jesus Christ) The enabler of the service is the same 

 v.6 Activities God (Father)  The source of empowerment of the activities is the same 

-Paul acknowledges the broad diversity of gifts but focuses on the one source common to all of them (“there are varieties…but 

the same…”).  The Trinity itself works in unity. 

Gifts – “Gifts” (charismatōn) comes from the same root as “grace” (charis).  All gifts, service, and activities are given freely and, 

regardless of the form of the gift or the recipient, the purposes of the Spirit in giving them are the same (v.7). 

Service – Different offices or positions (e.g., apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastor-teachers – Eph. 4:11, 1 Cor. 12:29-30).  

Based on the structure of the two surrounding statements, Christ is the agent with respect to the believer (i.e., the same Lord 

calls and enables people for different ministries). 

Activities – The ways in which God displays and pours out His miraculous powers (i.e., God’s power in action at a particular 

time and place).  The final statement puts a punctuation on Paul’s point, attributing all activities in everyone to God. 



Questions?  Contact Wilson – chanw@hotmail.com 

What does Paul’s teaching reveal about what issues the Corinthian church was facing (also see verses 1-3)? 
 -There were some among them who appeared to have spiritual gifts but whose doctrines were suspect (v.3). 

 -The Corinthians were ignorant about spiritual gifts, especially in the area of discerning genuine inspiration by the Spirit (v.3). 

-Paul’s emphasis on the one Spirit who distributes all spiritual gifts and the fact that the gifts are received as grace suggests that 

some of the Corinthians were turning their spiritual gifts into reasons for pride/elitism and division. 

  -There may have been some who used their gifts as a means to put down others. 

-Paul’s reminder of their Pagan background and ignorance, and of the Spirit’s prerogative in apportioning and empowering 

all spiritual gifts, means they had no claim to a high self-view since it all came from the Spirit and was in no way on account 

of anything from them. 

 

What are some of the purposes of spiritual gifts (Rom. 1:11-12)?1  What is our responsibility when it comes to our 

own spiritual gifts (1 Pet. 4:10-11)?2 

 1Spiritual gifts are to be utilized for the common good (v.7). 

  -Gifts are always given for the benefit of the whole body, not just the individual who has them. 

 What kind of good are we seeking for others? 

 1Paul wanted the believers to be strengthened in their faith through the sharing of his gifts with them (Rom. 1:11). 

  -He was looking to promote mutual encouragement as a result of one another’s faith (Rom. 1:12). 
2We are responsible to diligently use the gifts that have been entrusted to us to serve one another. 

  -We are to be faithful in stewarding the grace that God has given to us (1 Pet. 4:10). 

  -We should serve as representatives of God and with the enablement that God provides (1 Pet. 4:11). 

  -The ultimate goal should be God’s glory in all things (1 Pet. 4:11, 1 Cor. 10:31). 

 2Everyone has a spiritual gift, therefore, everyone has something to contribute to the common good (v.7). 
2“We are recipients of grace, and it is our duty to disburse this grace for others.  The vehicle by which we make these 

disbursements is our spiritual gift.” – John Piper 

 

In verses 8-10 Paul expands on his statement about the Spirit being the one Giver of all spiritual gifts with an itemized list 

of a variety of them, including many “miraculous” gifts, those that are often seen as more spectacular and cause greater 

awe and wonder in the people who witness them.  He concludes verse 11 with a restatement of his point from verse 6 that 

all gifts in every person are empowered by the same God with an additional emphasis that it is solely by God’s will and 

design that the gifts are given to those who have them.  Therefore, even those gifts that bring more attention to the 

individual are given apart from merit and are no less intended for the common good of the church. 

 

What is revealed of your attitude about your gifts in: 1) how you pray about your service?1 2) your motivation for 

your service?2 3) what outcomes bring you the greatest joy and gratification?3  What kind of attitude and focus 

should govern the practice of your spiritual gifts (Rom. 12:3-8; 1 Cor. 13:1-3)?4 
4All spiritual gifts are necessarily received, they neither originate from nor are empowered by us, but by God (v.6, 11) => we 

need to acknowledge that we haven’t earned them, and that God isn’t obliged to give them to us. 

-There should be humility and gratitude from recognizing our blessedness in having spiritual gifts and being included in His 

kingdom work. 

 -We should exercise our gifts in full dependence on the One who works His power through us. 

 -Our service should be guided by a concern for God’s glory and for His purposes rather than our own. 

  -Spiritual gifts are to be used for the benefit of others (v.7). 
4Have a sober (i.e. not overinflated) regard for yourself (Rom. 12:3).  Seek to use your gifts according to God’s design and seek 

to do it well (e.g., in proportion to faith, generously, diligently/with zeal, cheerfully) (Rom. 12:6-8). 
4Understand the centrality of love and the worth of service apart from it – without it there is nothing achieved or to be gained for 

yourself or anyone else (done nothing, am nothing, gained nothing) (1 Cor. 13:1-3). 
 

 

Reflection and application 
All genuine believers have the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:9, 14) and are gifted by Him in various ways.  Whether the gifts you 

possess place you at the forefront of ministries or are practiced in quiet and unseen ways, the Spirit’s purposes for them 

are the same.  Spiritual gifts don’t stand alone but are given for the benefit of the body and the glory of God.  Having a 

heart of care for others is a more fundamental concern than what gifts we have.  The good we are to seek by our gifts is 

the bolstering of the faith of our fellow brothers and sisters as God’s heart for His people is lived out through us.  The 

attention must not be on ourselves or our gifts but rather on the One who gifts and unites us.  In the end, giftedness is not 

the same as maturity.  Let us seek to be deliberate and thoughtful in how we use our spiritual gifts so that, as we do so in 

reliance on God, others may be pointed to Him and helped to rely on Him as well. 


