
CGYG & LIFE Bible Study: 1 Corinthians& 1:10-17 
 
Have you ever encountered (or been part of) “cliques”, whether at school or in a church or campus group you’ve 
attended?  Or have you been part of a group that was quarreling against another group (whether at school, at work, or at 
church)?  Why did the cliques/groups form?  What effect did they have? 
 
For Review 
-What were some of the problems facing the Church at Corinth?  How did Paul view the Church at Corinth, in spite of all 
its problems (v.1-9)? 

-divisions & factions; pride & arrogance, resulting in boasting & questioning Paul’s authority; sexual immorality; lawsuits between 
believers; rich vs. poor and other divisions spilling over into worship; desecration of the Lord’s Supper; abuse of spiritual gifts; 
false teaching on the resurrection 
-Paul is thankful for the Church at Corinth, in spite of the problems 

-they’ve been called by God, and they belong to Him (1:2) 
-he’s seen the gospel bear fruit in them (1:6), and evidence of God’s grace at work in them (1:4-7) 
-he’s confident in God’s faithfulness to complete the work that He’s started in them (1:8-9) 
 Paul saw what God had already done and what He would continue to do in Christ 

 
-Several times in the first chapter (v.1,2,9,24,26), Paul mentions God’s ‘call’.  What is this call, and why does Paul place 
so much emphasis on it? 

- God choosing & calling a people to Himself  called to be like Christ (cf. Romans 8:28-30) 
-loved by God (Rom. 1:7); predestined to be conformed to Christ; justified & glorified (Rom. 8:28-30) 
 -focuses on what God has done/ is doing/ will continue do for those whom He has called in Christ 
 -God is mentioned 6 times & Jesus Christ 9 times in 1:1-9  Church is about Him, not (primarily) about us 

 
Read 1 Corinthians 1:10-3:9 
 
-In 2 or 3 sentences, what are the main thoughts that Paul is trying to convey in this passage? 

-calls the Corinthians to be united in Christ, rather than to be divided as they are (1:10-17) 
-contrasts the wisdom and power of God as displayed at the Cross with the wisdom of the world (1:17-2:5) 
-contrasts wisdom from the Spirit of God (& the mind of Christ) with the wisdom of the spirit of the world / this age (2:1-16) 

 
Read 1 Corinthians 1:10-17 
-What groups were forming at the Church in Corinth, and why might they have formed? (you may also want to consider 
Acts 18:1-8; Acts 18:24-19:1; John 1:42 &Galatians 2:7; Romans 13:1-2)What was the effect on the church (1 Cor. 1:11; 
3:3-4)? 

-splitting into divisions/factions; lining up behind certain leaders – Paul, Apollos, Peter, Christ 
-“I follow Paul” – those loyal to Paul, who founded the church (Acts 18:1-8); perhaps baptized by him, or by those who followed 
him (1:13-16) 
-“I follow Apollos” – Apollos was at Corinth after Paul (Acts 18:24-19:1); taught by Priscilla & Aquila; a powerful speaker, perhaps 
more ‘impressive’ than Paul (cf. 2 Cor. 10:10) 
-“I follow Cephas” (i.e. Peter – John 1:42) – unclear whether Peter actually ever visited Corinth; perhaps represented a group of 
Jewish-background Christians (cf. Gal. 2:7) 
-“I follow Christ” – disagreement amongst commentators whether this represented another group, or what Paul himself was saying 
(i.e .that he himself follows Christ, and so should they) 

-NIV & ESV translations (with many commentators) imply this was another group 
-uncertain what exactly they stood for – following Christ is technically the “correct” position, based on what Paul writes in the 
rest of chapters 1-4 

-perhaps a group that claimed they themselves were genuine followers of Christ (while rejecting other believers); or 
that rejected any human authority 

-resulted in divisions/factions within the church “quarreling” (1:11); “jealousy and strife” (3:3) 
 
-What did Paul think about these divisions? Based on 1:10-3:9, what was the underlying cause? (you might also consider 
James 4:1-6) 

-He was appalled (1:13ff); it was highly unlikely that the Paul/Apollos/Peter were themselves were behind the divisions 
-Paul saw himself as a fellow-worker with Apollos & Peter (3:5-9, 21-22) and was working alongside Apollos as he wrote 1 
Corinthians (16:12) 
-perhaps more likely, groups coalescing around different leaders within the Corinthian church who were seeking to advance 
their own power/position/agenda, each claiming affinity to (or backing of) different leaders 

-underlying causes 
-spiritual immaturity - following the ways/wisdom of the world rather than the wisdom of God (3:1-4) 
 -self-interest & pride (cf. James 4); seeking worldly wisdom &power, rather than the interests of Christ 
-losing sight of Christ, and what He’s done for them at the Cross  forgetting that what they have in Christ is so much greater 
-Paul addresses these causes in the Paul/Apollos/Cephas groups in 1 Cor. 1-3; possibly addressing the ‘I follow Christ’ group 
in 1 Cor. 4 (and their rejection of apostolic authority?) 

 



-What kind of unity does Paul seek, and on what basis (v.10)? What does it mean that they need to “agree” and “be united 
in the same mind and the same judgment”?What does this kind of unity look like in practice? (you might consider also 
Eph. 4:11-16) 
 

-not just an external, superficial ‘united front’ in spite of internal disagreements, but true unity of thought & judgment 
-Paul appeals to them… 
 -affectionately, as brothers (and sisters) (v.10 & 11) to stop fighting 

-“in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (more on this in the next question) 
  -i.e. for His sake, in view of all that He’s done for us, and in view of the reality that He is our Lord & Master 
  -recall that Christ is mentioned 9 times in 1:1-9 – He is central 
- agreeing with unity of thought & judgment – i.e. in accordance with the mind of Christ, as revealed by the Spirit of God (2:14-16) 

- judging/discerning in accordance with the mind of Christ 
-importance of knowing & applying God’s Word rightly in the life of believers & the Church 

-only basis for true unity, when everyone’s minds and judgments are in line with God’s Word (which reveals His mind; 
1 Cor. 2:10-16) 

- in practice, doesn’t necessarily mean everyone is always on the same page all the time 
-everyone is limited in understanding and still learning &growing, each at his/her own pace 
-but fundamental commitment to submit to Christ and His Word 
-disagreements/differences in understanding tempered by understanding of our oneness in Him  love for one another 
 -correction not in a quarrelsome spirit, but with gentleness & compassion (2 Tim. 2:24-26) 

-a united Body building itself up in love, as depicted in Ephesians 4:11-16 
-unity, not necessarily uniformity; “harmony, not unison” 

-Sidebar: separation/division is sometimes required (e.g. due to false doctrine; false Gospel), but this does not appear to be 
the issue at hand for the Corinthian church at the time of Paul’s writing 
 

 
-What do Paul’s 3 rhetorical questions in 1:13 teach about the basis of Christian unity? How does this speak to us today? 

-“Is Christ divided?” –the unity of Christ Himself is the foundation of Christian unity; one Body, which includes all who are in Him 
-“Was Paul crucified for you?” – the Cross of Christ  brings us all to the same level, as recipients of His grace 
 -What Christ did for us at the Cross defines who we are and how we ought to live 
 -no human leader is worthy of our allegiance as Christ alone is, because He alone redeemed us on the Cross 
-“Were you baptized in the name of Paul?” – speaks to the Lordship of Christ 
 -baptism is a rite signifying death to sin/old self and being raised to a new life & allegiance to Christ as Savior and Lord 
  -Given new life in Christ (not Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas) 
 -We were baptized into Christ – it’s about Him, not into the person who performed the baptism 
  -which is why Paul is glad he didn’t baptize too many people at Corinth (1:14-16) 
  -Paul’s primary calling was not to baptize (which was secondary), but to preach the Gospel of Christ 
-In summary, Christ is central, not Paul or Apollos or Cephas; our allegiance is to Him alone 
-We may be thankful to the Lord for his faithful servants; however, our allegiance is not to them, but to Christ 

 
-Preview for next study: Why/how does preaching the gospel with words of eloquent wisdom potentially empty the Cross 
of its power? (1:17)? 

-using words of eloquent wisdom seeks to persuade based on the wisdom/skill of the speaker, rather than relying on the wisdom 
and power of God displayed in the Cross of Christ (1:18ff) 

-may fall into the temptation of drawing attention to the speaker, rather than to Christ 
-the wisdom of the world is at odds with the wisdom of God (1:18ff) 
-more on this in the next study 

 
 
Reflection and application 
The message of Jesus Christ and Him crucified is the basis for true unity in the Church, and indeed, for all of Christian life.  
Because of what He has done for us, we are united with one another in one Body, with Christ as our Head. We should 
therefore strive to live out this reality in our relationships with our brothers and sisters in Christ, being united in the same 
mind and the same judgment as we submit to His Word. It is when we lose sight of the fact that Christ is not divided, that 
He died for us on the Cross, and that we were baptized into His name, that we allow petty differences to divide us.  When 
we do so, we display not the wisdom of God, but the “wisdom” (or rather, foolishness) of the world.  (At the same time, 
because unity is dependent on the Cross of Christ, there can be no true unity with those who would preach a different 
gospel than that preached by Jesus and His apostles, according to the wisdom of Man rather than the wisdom of God.) 
 
Are you letting minor differences or disagreements (or grudges) disrupt fellowship between you and your brothers and 
sisters in Christ?  If so, repent, and remember the unity that Christ intends in His Body.  Seek to be reconciled today with 
any brother or sister with whom you may have become estranged. 


